HAZEN ARGUE, 
C.C.F. member for Wood Moun- 
tain speaking in. the house last 
week against 30% increase in 
freight rates, pointed to fact 
that C.P.R. made profits of 
< $248,150,000 on western lines 
as against $126,700,000 on 

eastern lines. 


WOULD COST $4 
B MORE TO SHIP 
B= STEER ‘TO EAST 


OTTAWA, (CPA). — The 30 
per cent increase in freight rates 
sought by the railways would 
amount to $85,000,000, with the 
heaviest share of it borne by the 
people of Western Canada, and 
would. mean a “considerable -re- 

. duction in their standard of liv- 
(Continued on page 8) 


It was a raw, cold morning in 
March, forty years ago, that we 
me 6oclimbed aboard the train in Syd- 
q ney, bound for the West. And, if 


it is any consolation to anyone 


who has been shivering in our 
sub-zero temperatures this year, 
we were stuck for twenty-four 
hours in a snow drift in New 
Brunswick on the day Spring was 
supposed to have been ushered in. 
That meant missing our train con- 
nections in Montreal and a day- 
coach ride as far as Winnipeg be- 
fore berths could be obtained. I 
can still feel the utter weariness 
of that journey before, in seven 
A. days, we reached Calgary. That 
was the. 26th. Because I don’t 
Want to come into conflict with the 
People who’ record temperatures 
* (I don’t want to be called a liar!) 
I won’t try to. remember how 
B cold it was that March eveping 
in 1907. But it was cold. Very 
cold, At. that time Westerners 
Wero telling each other that it was 
cold out here But you didn’t’ feel 
tt. | felt it. It was cold. 
Ci er 
That winter of 1906-07 .waa.one 
of the woret the, Wast has, ever 
experienced... Hundreds,: of. thou 
tands of, cattle ‘died..As..we came 
along in. March, we;,saw their 


tkelotons along. the railway fences. td 


(Contintied. on.page)s) . 
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Calgary Bid 
For Varsity 
voted Down 


Liesemer Motion Defeated by 
Government Members at 
Manning's Request 


VOTE IS 42-12 


On a motion by A. J. E. 
Liesemer, C.C.F., and H. B. Mac- 
Donald, Independent, Calgary 
members of the legislature put up 
a strong fight to obtain a -branch 
of the University of Alberta for 
the southern city. An amendment 
by F. C. Colborne, Air Force 
member, slightly modifying Mr. 
Liesemer’s motion, was accepted 
by the mover and other Calgary 
members. Both amendment and 
motion were voted down over- 
whelmingly by government mem- 


‘bers at the request of the Premier. 


Mr. Liesemer’s motion called 
for the establishment of the first 
two years in all faculties, with a 
later addition of third and sub- 
sequent years of Arts and Sci- 
ences, education and commerce. 
The motion also called for the 
appointment of a _ representative 
committee to investigate the feasi- 
bility of establishing. a complete 
university. 

Premier Manning, the Minister 
of Education and Attorney-Gen- 


(Continued on page 8) 


C.C.F. RADIO TALKS 
Grande Prairie, CFGP, 
7:15 p.m. Wednesday. 


Edmonton, CJCA, ‘10:15 p.m. 
Saturday. F 


Calgary, CFAC, 6:15 p.m. 
Saturday. 


rE 
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Support Red Cross 


The superb spirit of helpfulness demonstrated by 
the supporters of the Canadian Red Cross Society in 
the war years resulted in the bringing of succor to 
hundreds of thousands of those who were in need of the 
Society’s ministrations. 

Did this spirit die with the ending of war? Are 
human lives any less valuable in peace than they were 
in war, or suffering where it-occurs any less in need 
of relief? To ask such questions is to answer them. 

In its plans to provide a nation-wide blood trans- 
fusion service which will make blood and its products 
available without charge to’all who need them, in the 
maintenance of its crippled children’s hospitals, in its 
outpost hospitals and nursing services, in its emer- 
gency relief service, the Canadian Red Cross needs 
the same kind of support it received during the war. 

‘The annual Red Cross campaign for funds is on 
now. We urge a generous response to the appeal. 


Municipalities Are Denied 


Representation in Survey 


renee ot oe Defeated URGES PROVINCIAL 


By Government 
PREMIER OPPOSED 


RESOLVED, that in_ the 
opinion of this Assembly the 
survey of Provincial-Municipal 
relations forecast in the Speech 
from the Threne, should be con- 

ducted by a body having repre- 
sentation from. the Alberta 
Union of Municipalities and the 
Alberta Association of Rural 
Municipalities, as well as the 
Government, with an indepen- 
dent chairman. oe 

The above resolution, moved by 
the C.C.F. members of the Alberta 
legislature on Tuesday, together, 
with an amendment by Andy Davi-|pbianket “unvaried” increases. 


son, was voted down by the gov- : 
ernment majority at the request Mr. Liesemer stated that the 
of the Premier. 


LIESEMER RESOLUTION 


“The Rentals Control Board 
and residential rentals only in 
those 


can be demonstrated that the in- 


increase in expenses,” said A. J. E. 


motion introduced by himself and 
seconded by Elmer E. Roper. The 


ernment to institute a provincial 


rental control based on this prin- 
ciple if federal authorities made 


lords-justified increases. But those 


KL 


“ACTION ON RENTS 


should allow increases in business 


individual cases where it 


crease is warranted by an actual. 


Liesemer, M.L.A., in support of a 


motion asked the provincial gov- 


C.C.F. had no desire to refuse land- 


Lethbridge, 
Saturday. 


CJOC, 6:00 p.m. Speaking ‘in favor of the resolu- 
tion the C.C.F. leader, Elmer 
Roper, said the municipalities had 
as much right to be in on discus- 
sions dealing with Provincial- 


(Continued on page 8): , 


SASKATCHEWAN BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS 


1947-48 estimated at $45,591,101, expenditures at 


Invite your ‘friends and 
neighbors to listen in to these 
five-minute talks each week. 


Revenue for 
$45,671,114. ; 
@ Education Tax to be removed on drug prescriptions, patent medi- 
cines, soaps, cleansers, second-hand goods, weed control chemicals, 
weed sprayers, and animal feeds. 
@ Additional expenditure on education estimated at $1,300,000, 
bringing total for 1947-48 to $6,879,404, compared with $5,578,- 
656 in 1946-47. 
Expenditures on highway construction and maintenance - esti- 
mated at $6,944,955, up about $1,300,000 from 1946-47 figures. 
Provingial gasoline tax rate to be increased by two cents a gallon 
on April 1, 19473 .proceeds to be “used entirely for highway 
work.” 


@ Increase ir revenues estimated at! $5,559,766; incrense in ex- 
penditures at $5,574,225. 

e@ Grants to schools to be increased by $1,120,000; to University 
by $80,000. ; 

@ 

- of $800,000 over previous year. 

@ Health and social welfare expenditures estimated at $15,262,259, 

- an inerease of $862,786. i 

@ Increased assistance to municipalities over past few years esti- 
mated at $7,770,000. 

@ Total net dobt reduction since April 30, 1944, $26,580,141, plus 
$44,000,000 reduction in treasury bill indobtedness as a result 
of settlement with Dominion Government. - 

@ Revolving fund, to give financial aid to organizations to estab- 


lish approved industrial plants and projects, foreshadowed. 
Province prepared te increase old age pensions from $28 to a 


. cae ; 
Expendituss on avriculture estimated a¢ $1,609,042, -an : 
maximum of $80 per month. 


increases, he contended, should be 
only in those relatively few. in- 
dividual cases: where an actual in- 
crease in cost to the landlord 
existed. 

With the recent blanket in- 
crease of 25 per cent in business 
rentals and the likelihood of a 
blanket increase of at least 10 per 
cent, in residential rentals, Mr. 
Liesemer said there would be wide- 
spread hardship inflicted on peo- 
ple in the lower and average in- 
come brackets. Increases in rents 
added to increased cost of food 
would force werking people to 
demand higher wages and labor 
stoppages might result, he de- 
clared. He pointed to the increased 
cost of food from 100 in August, 
1939 to 146.4 today, with clothing 
costs up 131.2 since 1939. 

Debate on Mr. Liesemer’s reso- 
lution will be continued this week. 


Liesemer Speaker. 


At Edmonton C.C.F. 
Tuesday, March 18 


A; J. E. Liesemer, C.C.F. mem- 
ber for Calgary, will be the 
speaker at the regular meeting of 
the Edmonton C.C.F.. in the 
1.0.0.F, Hall on Tuégsday,> March 
isth. Mr. Liesemer Wilfspeak on 
“Some Aspects of the Present Pro- 
vineial Session.” 


President John Burke will pre- 
sida and _ business ~ meeting = will 
Mr. Liesemer 


commence at 8:15, 
will speak at 9 o’clock. 


‘$2.00 Per Year; 3 Years $5.00 


Contributed 
Billion In 
Cheap Food 


Have Never Received a Fair 
Share of the National 
Income 


SCORE TAX PROCEDURE 


By J. E. COOK, 


This’ is the factual story of 
the financial treatment of the 
farm population of Canada in the 
years of the depression and war. 
This is the treatment accorded 
the fraction of the Canadian peo- 
ple who are now—after long over- 
time hours of gruelling labor in 
a patriotic war effort—being 
assessed by the vigilant efforts 
of trained financial sleuths and 
forced to coniribute again to the 
tax income of Canada on the 
basis of increase in net worth 
from a position of virtual bank- 
ruptcy in 1940. 

This is the statistical story of 
payment of direct contributions 
to maintain the price structure of 
Canada. It is the record of the 
farm contribution to the taxes 
paid by Canadian corporations, 
and to the wartime profit struc- 
ture of a corporation set-up that 
would not, on the word of the 
Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of 
Munitions and Supply, make one 
single war coritract with the gov- 
ernment until profits were 
‘assured in 1939. 

From 1940 to 1945—709 Ca. 
nadian corporation had 
Gross profits of $3,285,000,000 
Paid in taxes $1,581,000,000 

Net profit $1,704,000,00U 

On the basis of population the 

(Continued on page 8) 


$60 NEEDED EACH 
~ WEEK FOR RADIO 


After descending to the depths 
last week the Radio Fund has 
made a nice recovery this week 
with a total of $59. With the 
radio programs now being carried 
on Edmonton, Calgary, Lethbridge 
and Grande Prairie stations it will 
require in the neighborhood of 
$60 each week to meet the bills. 
Reports indicate wide interest in 
these 56-minute talks which are 
given by Elmer E. Roper, M.L.A., 
provincial leader, and A. J. E. 
Liesemer, M.L.A. and they will be 
continued as long as finances per- 
mit. 

The following are gratefully 
acknowledged this week: 

Mrs. J. Graham, 2.00; Jas. Gra- 
ham, 2.00; C. Fransen, 2.00; A. 
Liesemer, 5.00; C. Peterson, 3.00; 
J. Reidford, 1.00; C. Gilbertson, 
1.00; D. McMillan, 1.00; Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Ramsay, 2.00; J. K. 
Gagnon, 1.00; J. Richards, 2.00; 
R. MacDonald, 2.00; J. Mitchell, 
2.00; John Ball, 1.005 M. Neilsen, 
1.00; H. Tussman, 3.00; G. H. 
Marr, 1.00; Mr. and Mrs. C. O. 
Burger, 38.00; A. Olfstad, 2.00; 
D. A. MeMullen, 1.00; J. Creigh- 
ton, 8.00; G. Bourgett, 1.00; G. 
J. White, 1.00; O. Aldridge, 1.00; 
E. L. W., 10.00; P. W. Stamper, 
100. 

. Callected. by Mrs, Ellsworth. 

iJ. .E. Elisworth, 1.00; Harry 
Ellsworth, 1.00; Peter Kozak, 1.003 


John Ingram, 1.00, 
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C.C.F. Bac 


Against Free Enterprisers 


. MacDonald 


S$ THE marketing of farm, 

products to be so organized 

as to provide security for 

Canadian farmers and food 
for a hungry world? Or is it to be 
organized to satisfy the whims of 
gambling profiteers on the grain 
exchange? 

That question continues to 
hover over Ottawa. Coming up in 
Parliament is the Government’s 
marketing legislation. [t is a milk- 
and-water biil which falls far 
short of the farmers’ demands, 
unanimously agreed upon in a re- 
cent National Marketing Confer- 
ence representative of the full 
range of farm = groups. Liberals 
will be challenged to show why 
they persist in subordinating farm 
interests to fvee enterprise busi- 
ness. 


Fight for Farmers 

The past few weeks have been 
historic in their clarification of 
the basic issues involved. Alone 
among the parties, the C.C.F. is 
revealed as fighting for what the 
farmers ask. When the Wheat 
Board Act was before she House, 
the C.C.F. attempted an amend- 
ment that would have removed 
all grains, not just wheat, from 
the speculative markets. 

Cabinet Ministers, including 
Mr. Gardiner, joined the Tories 
in opposing such an extension of 
the principle of orderly marketing. 
Liberal back-benchers, like Leslie 
Mutch, M.P. for Winnipeg South, 
played Charlie McCarthy for the 


%; 
G 


iz 
DONALD C. MacDONALD, 


Education and Information 
Secretary at the C.C.F. 
National Office. 


alone reflected the farmers’ 
wishes came the very next day 
when the Canadian Federation 
of Agriculture presented its an- 
nual brief to the Cabinet, and 
asked that coarse grains in the 
prairie provinces should be - 
brought under the Wheat Board. 
Precisely the C.C.F. amend- 
ment which had been opposed 
by Liberals and Tories! 


Want Planned Production 


‘PEOPLE’S 


WEEK 


lation -through which' marketing 
begun in the province under pro- 
vincial legislation;-can ‘be carried 
forward into interprovincial and 
export channels. The draft bill 
provides that where a board or 
agency has been established in the 
province, the Dominion Board may 
invest it with the necessary 
authority to act in interprovincial 
and export trade. 
Locai Boards 


Further, the Dominion Board 


may have local boards established. 


to administer schemes for market- 
ing farm products. But, the de- 
mocratic principle is set forth that 
“such schemes may only be estab- 
lished when evidence has_ been 
submitted to the Board that the 
schemes are favored by a satisfac- 
tory proportion of the producers 
in the area affected.” Each mem- 
ber of lecal boards is to be a 
producer of the regulated prod- 
uct ‘“‘unless the producers in such 
area determined otherwise by 
majority vote.” 
Want It Compulsory 


This is the farmers’ solution for 
a basic farm problem. It: was 
democratically arrived at by re- 
presentatives of farm groups, cov- 
ering the whole range of farm 
commodities — grain, hogs, beef, 
cheese, apples, potatoes, bee-keep- 
ers and vegetable growers, and so 
on. Repeatedly throughout their 
deliberations, farmers’ representa- 
tives emphasized that once a 
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and-security—without which free- 
dom is an empty shibboleth. ‘ 

When the Winnipeg’Free Press 
refers to the enforcement privi- 
leges of the Wheat Board Act as 
‘literally savage in their severity,” 
the words may ‘be that of Liberal- 
ism, but the voice is that ‘of the 
Grain Jéxchange. 

Has the Free. Press forgotten 
the economic regimentation 


jthrough poverty which the farm- 


ers experienced during the de- 
pression?”. THat was; literally sav- 
age in its severity. 

Besides, coming from the 
spokesmen of Big Business whe 
have long deprived the farmer 
of his economic freedom, the 
argument that’ the farmer’s so- 
lution for his own problems 
will involve the loss of his free- 
dom, will fool few people— 
least of all, the farmers. Free 
enterprise will have to smarten 
up a bit! 


— The PUPPET 


JUST LIKE 
A WORM : 
INA DUNG 
PILE — 

WHAT A 


How Would You Live 


On Less Than $50? 


By Doris French 


may as well have a hovel, and pri- § 


N the bottom of a mail-bag one 
morning, and almost lost in 
the sea of correspondence di- 
recled to Parliament Hill, 


é 


vacy). : 


Light, $1.62.—(Minimum charge, J 


and lamp oil now comes dearer), 


Rergons of the Grain Exe : | scheme was decided upon, it must|came an extremely lucid and out-| Water, $2.50—(flat rate). 
‘ sitetantiie te sant But ths Sta bie tana become compulsory. Otherwise a|spoken letter for the consideration| Fuel, $4.00—(Wood which wes 
pathetic bleats about. “soclaltam{. > draft mar eeng: 4 would | minority can wreck the plan de-| of those gentlemen who hold the| $3.50 a cord is now $11; coal which 
fi cone steigs!! establish boards covering all farm] cided upon by the majority. comfort of Canada’s old age pen-| was $10, is now $16 a ton). 
Dramatic proof that the C.C.F products, In a word, the C.F.A.| The point about compulsion has| sioners in their hands. Labor for same, $5.00—(A boy 
= *_|has called for the kind of market-| been seized upon with great glee The letter w : i f ni ha 50 hour and 
eee | ‘ ‘ L as postmarked Brit-; OF nine charges oVc an 
ing legislation that has been an|by free enterprise exponents. The| ish Columbia. It came from the pen| does half a man’s work, but a man 
integral part of the C.C.F. farm/C.C.F. amendment to bring coarse of a woman who| charges 65c minimum). 
program ever since it was drawn grains under the compulsory pro- Hwas alone, who| Milk (quart daily) $4.96—(Milk 
up in the depths of the depression. | visions of the Wheat Board Act describes hers elf | Was 10c but is now 16c a quart, and 
Now, through their national or-|was gredted with charges from as “an economical | is essential as a substitute for meat 
ganization, the farmers of Can-| Liberals and Tories that the.C.C.F. manager” and who | fish). 
ada have served notice that they|wanted to take the farmer’s free- is “getting on for| Laundry soap, 50c—(But sheets 
want the planned production and|dom away from him! eighty.” and blankets, too heavy for old§ 


€. 


PHONE 25427, 


THE GREGORY Co. 


Auto Body and Fender Work 


“Wo Fix Th i 7 ; F , 4 
| 0 Fix Them Like New orderly marketing of the wartime Not Denial of Freedom “Tam not an Old| folks to wash, have to be sent out, 
=f Oldest Established Shop in || Period to be permanently con- At th : ; Age Pensioner,”|@nd prices now are 25c per sheet 

Ed t tinued—with this significant dif-|, “& that very time, almost with- “ ‘y|and 50c per blanket) 
monton ; in earshot of Parli t Hill she. says, “but my P : 
ference, that the planning must fietiees cat or igi ae private income is} Bus fare, twice to church and 
svelaen : ; rere enunci ad i 
A. P, GREGORY, Manager | (°° be put on a democratic basis. oeineinle thaets Cake Ge cae : exactly $50 month-|tWice to town, $1.00. al 
N8d6 1dde-Ae The C.P.A. bill, dealing exclu- ity conform with a majority deci ly. And I can say from personal ex-| _ Daily paper, $1.00 — (Essentia 
t a Avenue sively with interprovincial and ex-| sion is not Bakes : Pes ria perience that it is absolutely im-|for lighting fires, etc.). 
port marketing, is enabling legis-| On the nOntna “it ae voocer: | possible for anyone in these times|, Groceries, including cleaning m2} 
a ciple of de a is A basic prin- | unless possibly a tough man liv-| terials and matches, $10.00—(Ab- 
i Sie mocratic procedure; and ing on his.own place in the bush | S0lute minimum now; all prices ex- 
4 rae eee te ada and able to shoot and fish for part|C®Pt oatmeal are up, some beyond 
- RE a : markeing, It 18 | of his food—to exist in humble de-|bUying.) 
x ADY-MIXED CONCRETE the only guarantee for stability cency on less than $50 a month.” TOTAL—$50.58. 
i ' And there’s your $50 gone, with § 
i Supplied to meet any specifications. In cold "iG ie oe sca an out anything for clothing, or for} 
- weather we can su i ° 'S spirited lady probed the) cleaning one’s best clothing; and 
ee mie oe Ready-Mixed Give your personal habits of the parliamen- nothing dor sickness nor even for 
4 CBere: children wrens to-whom:she'sent her letter.|insurance against one’s funeral,’| 
4 7 o you buy corn plasters, ciga-| the lady says to the parliamen{ 


rettes, notepaper and envelopes, | tarians. 
darning cotton, shoe-laces, stamps, Well, is the old lady extrava ® 
library subscriptions, ice cream? gant? Would you have her use less 
Do you work in a local club and laundry soap, cut down on trips ] 
contribute to it, gentlemen? But church, or chop her. own wood? 
none of these are included in the! Would you tell her to enter 4§ 
sample budget, at $50 a month, charity home and forego her it 
which the lady sets out as follows: dependence? 

Rent, $20.00—(You can’t get al How would you live on less than} 


 . ALBERTA CONCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED 


Corner 104th Ave. and 111th St. Phone 23881 


DAIRY POOL 


Milk & Cream 


Bie. HAROLD BOYLE DAN CARRIGAN 


: STANDARD SERVICE STATION hovel or a room for less, now, so!$50 a month? 
MOTOR TUNE UP It keeps them full of —{ 
BRAKES, TIRES, m full of good : - a 

hy i Our Cie wil oat aa tase . health, pep and energy. Mass Meeting Asks HA Laver connie a 
Bed ; one 24269 EDMONTON ey ; ° andercock, monton Teac 

ee Ha 10169 102nd St. For your cooking. m For Price Controls Association; Percy Gwynne, ae 

F SS SsSsnsesennnsnsnasnnnnssanmoomnunmaneannr It m™m k d thi : epresenting trade unions, gomery Branch No. 24, mane a 

aa eS y Oo U R D Oo L L A R r) Ss w oO R T H akes Gig extra veterans, teachers, community | Legion, and Ben Hager, Federa- 


leagues and other organizations a|tion of Community Leagues. 4 
mass meeting, in the Memorial = 

Hall on Sunday afternoon unani- A United Kingdom firm has de-j 
mously requested the federal gov-}weloped a new use for suction 
ernment’ to reimpose controbs on|cleaners—that: of grooming an 
the prices of necessities-and on4mals. A special machine which it 
rents, Individuals and. organiz:-|has produced for this purpose !s 
tions were also requested to write |mounted ona small push handle 
their M.P.’s requesting the main-|base fitted with caterpillar tracks § 
tenance of price controls, for mobility and capable of being 
Mayor H. D, Aifilay was chnir-| driven cither by a miniature petrolf 
man of the meeting at which the}engine or by a 1.5 horsepower § 
following spoke: Charles Gilbert,|motor. The filter container has 4§ 
Edmonton Trades and Laboy| removable top thus enabling they 
Council; J. L. McMillan, AJ?.U.;| internal dust' bag to be emptic’ 
Mrs. Ben R. Swankey, Edmonton Equipment includes an assortment 
Housewives League; Tom Roberts, ! of cleaning tools and btushes. 


A telephone call on 28104 


will bring them to your door, 


: i: and MORE at the A and N 


The low prices at the Army and Navy sare a result 
of careful buying and no high prices to maintain 
: \ fancy fixtures. If you're not already a customer— - 
a! Nee be } you'll find it PAYS to shop here! 


hee 
‘ imuenniogeees 


FRESH DAILY 
SELL FOR LESS | 


USNAV 


OEPT. STONE LTD - 'O:ST. FTSSONTON 
THE PLAIN STORE FOR PLAIN PEOPLE 


NORTHERN ALBERTA 
DAIRY. POOL LTD, 


(The Co-operative Deiry) 


eocw Xb” 


-to record the subsidies handed out 


Y mm 


‘The People Speak | 


a Letters to the editor may be published unde? a pseudonym, 

: but in’each case the name and address of the writer must be 
forwarded to the editor’as evidence of good faith. The People’s 
Weekly takes no responsibility for opinions expressed by 


correspondents and will not- publish‘ any Istters exceeding 
250 werds in length. 


THE MONEY MECHANISM 
-Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: Talk and articles about 
money mechanism still continues 
to be present as a means of making 
the world a better place in which 
to live. Whereas every new thought 


or device added to the already com- 
plex and overloaded theory recruits 
additional personnel from the 
ranks of production. Consider the 
millions of our most capable people 
engaged in the occupation of money 
matters. Even the number that are 
wearing their lives away trying to 
devise some way to share it more 
equitably are legion. It is a strange 
and extraordinary thing that most 
of the world’s people are enslaved 
by this muddled obsession. It is 
also rather strange that no new 
idea, with the exzeption of Tech- 
nocracy, which is not practical, 
has arisen that can be said to have 
divorced itself from the money 
medium. 


As long as we have a symbol 
of wealth which assumes to be a 
title of property and commodities 
and which has reached proportions 
beyond record or control, we will 
always have unpredictable flucu- 
ating prices and no end of crooks 
-and criminals, I know there are 
lots of helpless people yet around 
the world to absorb the injustices 
that smart people inflict upon them 
by getting their hands on this stuff 
called money, but gradually the 
dumb are getting wiser and eventu- 
ally it will be different. If a people 
in a country like Canada could or- 
ganize their activities in which all 
the able bodied would share in the 
production -and distribution of the 
needs and: amenities of life what 
‘with the: modern methods of our 
time the whole works could be op- 
erated by an age group between 25 
and’ 50, six houys a day and four 
days a week. I believe we could 
also make a gesture of a free gift 
to outside countries of substantial 
relief to famine-stricken or other- 
wise suffering people. At least we 
could give our share as the need 
arose. 


But no, all we read or hear about 
is some crackpot with a new 
scheme to increase money so every- 
one will have enough to make life 
beautiful and it wouldn’t be such 
a bad idea if it could be eaten like 
lettuce but the very existence of 
the stuff imposes an. over-burden 
of labor or service upon those 
whose pockets are empty while 
those who have it, and it doesn’t 
necessarily follow that they pro- 
duced anything to have it, are able 
to bribe the broke and the hungry 
to da almost anything to get a 
dollar. It is, to say the least, a 
deplorable indictment upon a world 
that professes to be civilized and is 
ingenious enough to produce the 
atom bomb that it will tolerate 
such a primitive, inhuman, unfair 
and uncontrolled method. 

In Alberta we’ve heard nothing 
but abuse against the 50 big shots 
for 25 years and the whole province 
fell for the gag that the reform- 
ers if elected would give everybody 
$25 a month. Money can bribe you 
to kill your grandmother. 

The old governments were de- 
feated because they betrayed the 
people too often with rosy promises 
and the new government stumbled 
along until the war rescued it from 
GT a TS tae eee 


defeat by focusing the interest of 
the people elsewhere and by new 
promises of more money from the 
mystical place it is created. Well, 
the wars are over for the moment 
and Social Credit has conveniently 
forgotten the $25 per month bribe 
and now Mr. Manchester of no 
fixed abode intends to do it all 
over again, What’s the answer. 
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SUBSIDIES 
The C.C.F. is in favor bf feder- 


al subsidies not because it con- 
siders them a solution for our 
social economic problems, but be- 
cause in the present private profit 
economy subsidies are effective 
measures for reducing the hard- 
ships which the system imposes on 
the working classes of the com- 
munity. We look upon subsidies 
as ambulance service to victims of 
exploitation. The ultimate  solu- 
tion of our economic bottlenecks, 
of course, rests with nationally 
planned economy of democratical- 
ly owned and controlled resources 
and principal means of produc- 
tion, distribution and exchange. 
The principle of subsidies is as 
old as the corn laws of eighteenth 
century England. One can even 
trace subsidies back to the 
Babylonian Empire. Only _ the 
name is of recent coinage. 


Westlock. 


ne 


O.A. PENSION ADMINIS- 
TRATION 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: As but few people have ac- 
cess to information regarding the 
administration of the Old Age Pen- 
sion Act, a few remarks may throw 
some light upon the subject. 


The Liberal government assumes 
that all who apply for a pension 
are educated thieves, so their ap- 
plication forms are written by a 
lawyer who has been trained in 
the law, how t6 deal with this kind 
of gentry. They are written in such 
a way as to enable the O.A. Pen- 
sion Board to say ‘No, No,” as 
many times as possible. 

The first year’s pension may be 
as low as $5.00 The next year an 
application form for an increase 
may be filled out. This document 
has printed in heavy-faced type 
at the top of the form, a notice to 
the effect that anyone furnishing 
false information for the purpose 
of securing an increase in their 
-pension may suffer fine and im- 
prisonment. + 

The reader may gain an idea of 
the searching nature of these ques- 
tions by a sample: For instance, a 
query as to what is the value of 
the eggs, butter, produce supplied 
by your children. 

In a recent edition of the Cal- 
gary Herald the editorial writer 
Suggests that: ‘‘The Fifth Com- 
mandment, it appears, has gone out 
of style.’”’ However, perhaps the 
children have enough to do looking 
after their own families. It ap- 
pears the Liberal cabinet at Ot- 
tawa thinks the same way, else 
why did they being paying Family 
Allowances. Could it be a political 
trick to catch Quebec votes? 

Suppose it would cost $600 mil- 
lions to extend the pension to all; 
one thing of which we can be fairly 
certain is that four-fifths of that 
amount would be spent and put 
into circulation within 30 days, 
and, if a depression hits Canada 
as in 1927 and 1932-33, a tidy sum 
like that put into circulation would 
go a long way to soften the blow, 
and who knows, the pensioner may 
be found sharing it up with his or 
her children. 

H. J. W. LIPSETT. 


You hear a lot of objections to- 
day to subsidics frem certain 
special privilege groups. Big Busi- 
ness is clamoring for removal of 
subsidies. That should make us 
smile, because Big Business really 
does not object to the principle of 
subsidies. Not by a long _ shot. 
They are all in favor of subsidies. 
The C.P.R., H.B.C., the Steel 
Trusts and many big corporations 
have received untold millions in 
subsidies in land grants and in 
cash. It would take many pages 


to corporations from the time af 
Confederation.: What these special- 
ly privileged business groups ob- 
ject to is the fact that subsidies are 
being used to raise the standards 
of life of the common, ordinary 
people such as you and I. 


During the war the government 
introduced subsidies for the com- 
mon people in order that war 
workers might be assured suffici- 
ent good food and other essentials 
necessary for a measure of con- 
tentment among the_ industrial 
slaves. When the master class is 
in danger, they develop an un- 
usual concern for the workers’ 
welfare. They make it possible 
for children to drink more milk 
and for the workers to get good 
meals within reach of their pocket- 
book. When the war is over, then, 
of course, such nonsense must 
stop.,So, the government proceeds 
to remove the subsidies. They call 
it “paternalism.’’ Such bodies of 
business men as Chambers of Com- 
merce echo their masters’ voice 
and join in the cry against sub- 
sidies, not knowing what it’s all 
about. 


The C.C.F. favors more sub- 
sidies. We want rubsidies extend- 
ed to housing, to the aged, the un- 
employed. It’s a good Christian 
Principle. It means that we believe 
in being our neighbor’s keeper 
and are willing to put our beliefs 
into practice. Besides, it pays to 
be your neighbor's keeper. Some 
people think that it’s not our busi- 
ness what kind of shelter our 
neighbor lives in. That is neither 
Christian nor good business. We 
know now that slum conditions 
breed social ills such as delin- 
quency, disease, crime, insanity; 
it breaks up families and accounts 
for high divorce rate. The com- 
munity pays dearly for these ills, 
because it costs money to build 
asylums, jails, hospitals and keep 


an expensiye police force and fire | "* ag. 4 
hulvudee ‘bi eis values the les: children get a minimum of instruc 


is incalculable tion, irrespective of their parent's 
The C.C.F. believes that it is| bility to pay. Housing is even 
avargbedy's uaieaa as to how| more essential. So is health. That 
our neighbor lives. We belieye is why the C.C.F. pre epee 
: i sub- 
that in the long runtit would pay al health aNuESnes ae W is 
us big dividends in human charac- sidized housing | eda 4 i 
ter values and in money-saving if lieve good housing, good ood ae 
a nationally ‘subsidized housing good health should have priority 
program were launched to make|°Ver dividends an peatits: . r 
it poasible for low income workers Join with us in this crusade “ 
fo move into decent houses, The| become a practical christian, 
home is the basis of character and| pays to be your neighbor's keeper. 


Calgary. 


FARM AMALGAMATION 
PICTURE 


Editor, People’s Weekly. 
Sir: After a full debate during 


which the ultimate decision was 
anybody’s guess, the U.I".A. con- 


majority to accept direct action 
as a la&t resort and only after 
75% of the members voting had 
voted “‘yes’’ on a strike ballot. In 
the A.F.U. convention, the previ- 
ous week, the rejection of the 
amalgamation of the three bodies 
had seemed to be partly on the 
basis of a fear that well trained 
executives of the Co-op organiza- 
tions would dominate any board 
of directors made up of dirt farm- 
ers and Co-op» business executives. 
In the U.F.A. conventian, how- 


of the good life, as much as edu- 
cation or health. Our public school 
system is nothing but subsidized 
education. We make it our busi- 
nesg to see that our neighbors's 


that the A.F.A. directors were also 
dirt farmers, being elected by 


grain pools. 


across Canada, 


PEOPLE’S WEEKLY | 


vention finally voted by a fair] 


ever, the facts were made clear] Brewery, Flour, Uetei’ io. 314—Meets 


their fellow farmer members of n 
such Co-ops as make up the mem-| J, Flower, 
bership of dairy, livestock and 


The picture of future action in 
the A.F.U. seomed to be of unity] the Labor Temple. President, W. 
with the U.F.A. and the forming 
of n new direct membership body 
They would leave 
the Co-ops aside, to form their 


By H. ZELLA SPENCER 
ND now to finish this story of| Were Pure lies—that the Sudeten 


world that Hitler’s accusations 


Germans received fair treatment 
and that Hitler used them as an ex- 
cuse to annex another country and 
that he would not be satisfied with 
that but was out for world dom- 
ination. And our radio kept telling 
us to be calm and not let ourselves 
be provoked as the Germans wanted 
to cause incidents. The days of 
ee ; Munich were very very sad. You 

She said in closing: “May I re-|cannot’ imagine a whole people 
turn just for a moment to the days] struck with disappointment and 
of Munich. Our government made} bitterness, Of course indifference 
frantic efforts to convince the| was impossible — it concerned 

everybody. What followed later is, 
I am sure, only all too vivid in 
Alberta and your minds. 

“But before I close may I say 
just this: When pondering over 
this topic I Was reluctant at first: 
to repeat a story of growing sus- 
picion and hatred at a time when 
we are trying to increase under- 
standing and tolerance among 


the Czech student. And I might 
as well say, it is the experience 
of my daughter-in-law. She had, as 
I laughingly told her, prepared her- 
self to deliver an address, instead 
of which she delivered herself of a 
son and it was when she was away 
in hospital I purloined her manu- 
script. 


own union in 
Canada. 


The U.F.A. picture was of 
unity with the A.F.U. but unity 
also with the A.F.A. The U.F.A. 
members do not want to separate 
from the Co-ops, because to a 
very great extent they are the 
same people. As organized enti- people. But perhaps there was no 
ties they are nearly all children of | harm in bringing back to our 
the U.F.A. She is determined to| minds the results of intolerance 
hold them together in the Al-| and fanaticism in its extreme mani- 
berta Federation of Agriculture] festations.” 

(A.F.A.) and to continue’ the 
existing unity of the provincial 
organizations in the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture 
(C.F.A.)}. This organization lust 
summer sent representatives to 
England to meet in a world coun- despite loud protests of innocence. 
cil of agriculture. I think also we realize we are not 

The question of a name and the| guiltless of intolerance, an intol- 
question of strike action are no|erance which in some instances is 
longer barriers between the A.F.U.| almost a fanaticism. 
and the U.F.A. The inclusion of ‘ 
the A.F.A. seems now the only 
barrier 

As a member and delegate to 
both conventions and a member of 
practically all the pools in our ter- 
ritory which make up the A.F.A., 
I sincerely hope that a unity of 
the farmers of Alberta can be 
speedily achieved, and that they 
may be united also in the educa- 
tional and co-operative business 
efforts. 


In unity there is strength. In 
the face of the threat of price con- ADAMS RADIO SERVICH 


trol being laid aside by our gov- 

ernment and being taken over by|| Pr*nch** * eer rad marae 
our’ exploiters, we will need our|} 10418A Jasper Ave., Edmonton, Alt- 
united strength to improve farm 
living standards jin the future and 
escape such depressions as follow- 
ed World War 1. 


I. V. MACKLIN. 
Grande Prairie. : 


And I am going to add only this: 
I think we all realize that race 
prejudice in this country has not 
yet reached an extreme. I think 
also we realize that the seeds have 
been sown and are being cultivated 


GUARANTEED RADIO REPAIRS 


STAR-RADIO 


~ ERVICE CO. 


10611 Jasper Ave. 


Edmontos 


AND RADIO 


ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES | 
Phone 21744 


BO RSE Lm TRIBE Ti TARR Se pte pom te 


EDMONTON SUPPLY COMPAN / 
Ph. 21967 10139 96 St. 


Farmers, Pumps, pumy 
truckers, gen- jacks, pipe, pine 


7 eral hardware . fittings, valves 
and trucking feed cookers, tant 
supplies, heaters,  farr 

stock tanks madi 


to order, sal 
mandrels, belting, 
chain, wire rope 
sawmill supplics 
Gray Bonney 
tools, general 
hardware and 
plumbing sum 
piles. 


FOR LUMBER AND 
ALL BUILDING SUPPLIES 


-Call the Lumber Number — 25236 


ARMITAGE-McBAIN LUMBER | 


JASPER AVENUE at 93rd Street, 
Our Objective - - - YOUR ENTIRE SATISFACTION 


Company Limited 


“LABOR DIRECTORY 


Look Here for Information Regarding Officers, Meetings, ete., 
of Trade Unions and Other Labor Organizations in the Province. 


EDMONTON 


Cereal & Soft Drink); Garment Workers of America No. 121, 
United—Meets second BA barf * 
8rd Wednesday in Labor Hall. Preal- each month in Labor Hall. President. 
i: s, 9611 S3rd Avenue. Perey Williamson, 9548 106a Ave.: 
ares nar Recording Secretary, Alberta Whar 
ton, LLES22 ST7th Street. 


Soft Drink Branch Secretary. 9937 SOth 
Avenue, phone $3816; Secy.-Treasurer, 
10882 75th Street. phone 
71987. Deliveries delegate, J. Lindsay, 
10764 95th Street, phone 23941. 


Railway Carmen No. 443, Brotherhood 
— of—NMeets second Friday of every 
Carpenters & Joiners of America Locat| month in Labor Hall, President, J. EB 


1325, Edmonton, Alta., United Brother- Asplund, 12212 TiUth Aver: Sec. 


Lewis, 1417 Wrd Sto; Fin-See., 
hood of—Meets lat. and Srd Fridays in Hoecitter. reoeh Chinn ace 


R. 
S 


3 m 2ORKR Adth St.; Fin.-Sec’y., | ——————————————— 
Stentor ost 1D1LA Avenue; Rec.-]| Fire Fighters, No. 209 International As- 
Seo'y., A. Mogridge, Labor Temple; sociation of—Neets ln No. 2 Were Hall. 
Trensurer, J. A. So Smith, 11882 95A President, Tom Steele, 9644 LOStH St, 
Street; Business Agent, J. P. Cragg. Edmonton; Seeretary- Treasurer, WwW: 
Labor Temple. Young, 12114 Jasper Ave, Edmonton, 
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ees a 
UNIQUE COMPLIMENT 


LX 7HIAT WAS meant for a condemnation of the C.C.F. 
members of the Alberta legislature, but which strikes 
us as being a unique and deserved compliment, was the 
charge by Attorney-General Maynard that Messrs. Roper 
and Iiesemer have an “uncanny knack” of learning what 
the people of the province want and are bringing their 
requests before the legislature in the form of resolutions. 


If the C.C.l. members failed to discover the people’s 
needs and desires and sat day after day in the legislature 
not opening their mouths on the people’s behalf, they would 
indeed be subject to criticism. But to be condemned for 
being too active in saying in the legislature what large and 
important groups of Alberta people would say if they were 
there, must be as gratifying to the hard-wétking C.C.F. 
members as it is unusual. 

The anger of an arrogant government against a group 
of opposition members who are assiduously performing their 
dutics as representatives of the people will, we think, be 
judged in its proper light by Alberta citizens. 


THE BUDGET 


T IS too bad the C.C.I. must deny the charge of govern- 

ment speakers that the Alberta Educational Council is 
a creature of the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation. 
3ecause the Council has obtained some results. 


The government in the 1947-48 budget has appropriated 
an additional $1,500,000 for school grants. This will bring 
the proportion of school costs borne by the government up 
to 31%, This is an advance but it is a long way from 
solving educational problems in this province. However, with 
the abolition of the Social Service tax and some further 
easing of the burdens of the municipalities which may come 
out of the pressure of public opinion, the municipal tax- 
payer will be in a slightly better position to pay for higher 
teachers’ salaries. That is the first essential to overcoming 
the teacher shortage. 


The other notable feature of the Alberta budget is the 
large appropriation for roads. Certainly no fault can be 
found with the amount of money to be spent for this purpose. 
Indeed, those interested in education may well ask if a 
proper balance is being maintained. But while the amount 
appropriated for roads in the coming year is adequate, there 
ig no reason for. confidence that it will be expended wisely, 
The present Minister of Public Works has spent something 
in the neighborhood of $35,000,000 on roads. In our view 
the people have not received $35,000,000 worth of roads. 
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There has been extravagance, waste, inefficiency, a succes- 


sion of building and rebuilding on the Calgary-Edmonton 
highway, disintegration of alleged 


in many places impassable in wet weather, 


“GOOD GOVERNMENT”? 


NE FREQUENTLY hears, especially from business 

elements in the cities who have become the most ardent 
supporters of the Social Credit administration, that Alberta 
is getting “good government.” What is meant by such a 
statement is that the finances of the province are in good 
shape and no radical measures are being attempted. 


As to provincial finances, every province in Canada 
has had the same buoyant revenues as Alberta and all have 
improved their financial position as much. Saskatchewan, 
for example, has reduced its provincial debt by $70,000,000, 
Alberta by $37,000,000. In this and every other respect Sas- 
katehewan has made as much progress in two years as 
Alberta has made in twelve. Other provinces are also better 
off financially than ever before. So there is no more ‘good 
government” financially in Alberta than in any other prov- 
ince, 


_ Neither can this province boast about leadership in 
social services in comparison with other provinces. In some 
respects it is much behind Saskatchewan and British 
Columbia. “. 


But neither financial solvency nor good social services 
make up the total of “good government.” Where did the gov- 
ernment of Alberta stand on important issues facing impor- 
tant sections of the population of the province? That is a 
test of “good government.” 


_ When the farmers were fighting, through the non- 
delivery strike, for a better deal, was the government of 
Alberta with them, or against them? When the vrain trade 
was making its drive for taxation of the co-operatives, where 
did the Alberta government stand? jt passed a resolution in 
the legislature favoring the very policy for which the 
enemies of the co-operatives were pressing. 


No government is “good” which does not take its stand 
on the side of the people in every fight for justice. 


March 15, 1947|Tuesday for 


DOING NICELY, THANK 


{ ; “paved” highways in 
the very year in which they have been laid, and neglect of 
gravelled roads to the extént of allowing them to become 


THE 
THIRD 
COLUMN 


PROFITS IN GROCERIES 
Edmonton Journal, Feb. 13: 


“TORONTO, (CP)—Net profits 
of $610,491 were reported here 
Western Grocers, 
Winnipeg, compared with $348,017 
for 1945. Working capital stood 
at $2,960,848 against $2,128,368. 

“Ww. P. Riley, president, report- 
ed that month by month there had 
been a steady increase in sales 
and volume reached a new high in 
tonnage as well ag in dollar value.” 


* 


James H. Joyce in 
The Financial Post: 

“Annual reports reveal that 
company earnings in 1946 were 
on the average higher than in 
1945. That is the conclusion of 
a survey of the recently pub- 
lished annual reports of 34 
widely diversified Canadian 
firms whose fiscal, year includes 
at least nine months of opera- 
tion in the 1946 calendar year. 

“Earnings a common = share 
were 14.6% higher in 1946 for 
the 17 firms shown in the ac- 
companying table. In The Fi- 
nancial Post of Feb. 1, 1947, 
earnings of another 17 firms 
shown, were 25% higher. For 
the 34 companies, earnings were 


up 19.3%.” 
* 


PARLIAMENT’S VC’s 


The Standard, 
March 8: 


“Mai.-Gen. °G. R. Pearkes, who 
won his Victoria Cross in World 
War I, and Lt.-Col. C. C. I. Mer- 
ritt, who got his for bravery in 
leading the South Saskatchewan 
Regiment into Dieppe, sit side by 
side in the Commons. Progressive 
Conservatives and British Colum- 
bians, they are the opposition’s 
chief critics of the government on 
military matters. 

“Less well known is Parlia- 
ment’s third VC winner, Pte. 
Philip Konowal. He’s a member 
of neither the Commons nor the 
Senate, but only one of the dozens 
of cleaners who sweep the floors, 
dust the desks and polish the brass 
in the Parliament building. Now 
58, Russian-born Konowal won 
his VC with the Canadians in 
World War I. He has been work- 
ing in the Commons for nearly 12 
years. 


* 


- INSIDIOUS FIFTH COLUMN 


Premier T. C. Douglas, in 
Canadian Labor Reports, 
February 1947; 


“Race hatred has _ served 
many masters in many lands. 
The persecution of Christians 
was a clever device of the 
Caesar’s to supplement the 
bread and circuses that kept 
Rome's paupers from rebellion. 
The bloody pogroms of the Cos- 
sacks for many years were the 
cunning device by which the 
Russian czars divided the people 
and perpetuated their own 
tyranny. The race myths of 
Hitler fomented dissention and 
civil strife among the ethnic 
groups of Germany, precipitated 
a war of hate, the ravages of 


‘which will not soon be forgotten. 


Wherever the people have been 
betrayed, race hatred has done 
its work. It has: worked for the 
despotism of kings, the tyran- 
nies of dictators and the slavery 
of wealth. Where workers have 
organized, race hatred has dis- 
organized them,: where unions 
have been formed, race hatred 
has broken them; where labor 
has fought for a greater share 
of the world's goods, race hatred 
has decimated their ranks and 
defeated them. It is the insidious 
fifth column that destroys from 
within the solidarity of working 
men that cannot be assailed 
from without.” 
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AR tionar i 
evolu ‘y Gospe 
By J. P. GRIFFIN 

“The Word was made flesh.” |treme to the other, booms and de. 

pressions, peace and war, capital. 

E live in a world of rela-|ism and socialism, Yet this inter. 

W tivity. A world of time| play of opposites itself is but the 
and space and matter, reflection of the two aspecis of 

and all that we know and experi-|one reality. This is to say that 
ence is influenced by our personal| change is the reality. That never 
contacts with these three aspects|for a moment can we stop and 
of reality. It has been said that|placc our finger on time or space 

Christianity is the most likely to}or matter and say, this as it jg 

survive of all religions because it|here and now is reality, for even 

is the most materialistic, as we speak it has changed in its 

As we study other world reli- relation to something else. Both 
gions we see how great a part con- Christianity and Marxism Accept 
templation, the withdrawing of this philosophy of Dialectical Ma. 
oneself from the world, plays in| teriali§m. 

them, and in those religions where Many men never gain a balance 

the mind is most centred on its|of thought. They fly, as we are all 

personal contacts with the Un-|prone to do, from one extreme to 
known, there social concern is at its] the other. If a man begins by be- 
weakest. Christianity recognizes{heving all he reads in the news. 
spirit as fully as other faiths but | papers, upon being disillusioned he 
it insists on reckoning with mat-|is apt to fly to the other extreme 
ter too. In conformity with the| of saying that there is nothing true 
teachings of Marxian philosophy it|in the papers, before he settles 

accepts the two great opposites of |down to an acceptance of a mix- 

spirit and matter, and then asserts | ture of truth and falsehood. Both 

that they meet in the Incarnation, | the Christian and the Socialist are 
and that a true grasp of reality | apt to put emphasis on that aspect 
cannot be gained without under-|of reality that is the easiest for 
standing their interplay. him to accept. The one asserts the 

This interplay too is accepted|supreme importance of the ma- 
by Socialism—the world is in a|terial, and the other of the spirit- 
process of becoming. Life may he | ual. ; 
illustrated by the swing of a pen-| In man himself we believe, toa 
dulum from one extreme to the] greater degree than in any other 
other, always, except for a frac-| creature, the spiritual.and the ma- 
tional moment, moving from or to-| terial are effectively united, and 
ward the centre, and thus never at| this is why the social care of men’s 
rest. So the world is the inter-| bodies becomes a sacred duty. “Do 
play of extremes, heat and cold,| you not know,” wrote St. Paul, 
joy and sorrow, birth and death, | “that you are God’s temple, and 
and many more such opposites. Al-| that God’s spirit dwells within 
ways we are moving from one ex-| you.” 


Why the Venom and Slander? 


By J. E. Cook, 


PRESIDENT, ALBERTA C.C.F. 


to be doing, although Mr. Bourcier 
was unable to give any evidence 
to support his claim that the 
C.C.F. has or has had any connec: 
tion with the Council of Educa- 
tion. There is no such evidence. 
The C.C.F? is glad to lend any 
assistance that is possible - but 
factually the Council of Education 
is a spontaneous response by al- 
most every non-political organiza- 
tion in Alberta to a startled recog- 
nition of a problem that strikes 
dangerously at the very heart of 
democracy. If what they say is 
strong it needs to be stronger. 


Political Bomb 

The criminal negligence and in- 
competence of representatives of 
a political party in power for 11 
years is directly and responsibly 
connected with this problem in Al- 
berta. It is not a political foot- 
ball, it is a political bomb. Mr. 
‘Bourcier may well be apprehen- 
sive. 

Planning is an abhorrence and 
an abomination; purchasing power 
in the form of dividends will solve 
all problems, has been the philo- 
sophy behind the Alberta govern- 
ment for the past eleven years, 
plus the glibness to blame our 
troubles on Ottawa or Interna: 
tional Jewish-controlled finance, . 
and now it must be the fault of 
the-“‘demon” socialists who have 
two voices against 50, who may 
use 80 minutes against 2,000 of 
legislative time. People have 
money, why worry about schools? 


are two members representing 

the C.C.F. There are 650 
Social Crediters fronted by a cabi- 
net whose egos seem more sensi- 
tive than grandmother’s corns. 


The Hon. the Minister of Eco- 
nomic Affairs, under whose de- 
partment is the great propaganda 
mill, the Social Credit Board, 
started the whine and crescendo- 
ed it until he characterized state- 
ments made by Elmer E. Roper, 
M.L.A., Leader of the C.C.F. in Al- 
berta, in a broadcast, as a “‘bare- 
faced lie.” 


The Hon. the Speaker of the 
House, when an appeal was made 
by Mr. Roper to force withdrawal 
of the charge, took the ground 
that a member of the House, of 
whose good name the Speaker 
must be very jealous, could be 
called a liar by another member 
of the House, speaking inside the 
House, if he referred to some 
statement made outside the House, 
without apparently affecting, or 
reflecting on the honor of the As- 
sembly. The foregoing sentence 
is very involved, but to the ordi- 
nary man it is simple compared: 
to the reasoning behind such a de- 
cision. 


I N the Alberta Legislature there 


Favorite Themes 


The great wrong the C.C.F. 
fraction of this province is doing 
the people of Alberta is the grand 
theme of Social Credit speakers 
and next to that comes Saskatch- 
ewan, Saskatchewan, Saskatch- 
ewan. 


Roper is a “liar,” says Hon. 
Hooke. Roper is a purveyor of 
hate to the people of Alberta, says 
Social Credit. Whip Gordon Tay- 
lor of Drumheller. 


The degraded position of educa- 
tion in this province is being made 
a political football, wails Mr. 
Bourcier, Chairman of the Social 
Credit propaganda board. The of- 
ficers of the Council of Education 
are recognized as prominent So- 
cfalists, he moans, 

It is a good place for soclalists 
to be and a good fob for socialists 


Ministerial Vulgarity 

Not one single speaker in the 
debate, cabinet minister” or gov- 
ernment back-bencher, who has 
not disclosed the barrenness of 
proposal, and the venom of the 
frightened, frustrated, inferiorily- 
plagued, braggart complex. ‘The 
keynote was the sharp descent 
into vulgarity by the Minister in 
charge of the Social Credit propa- 
ganda machine, in ‘a speech in 
which he said he must anticipate 
what the leader of the C.C.F. was 
going to say. He followed an ¢f- 
fective pillorying speech by A. J. 


(Continued on Page Seven) 
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Membership and) Woodsworth House, Ottawa 
Finance Campaign) “Sane? 


A letter is being sent out.by our raphers. The top floor contains 
National ‘Leader, Mr. M. J. Cold-|the room for C.C.Y.M. head- 
well, to C.C.F. Members’ across | quarters and a small hall for meet- 


Canada. In _case some of the|jings of the National Council and 
readers of this paper do not hap-|local C.C.F. organizations. 


io 


———! 


EONTRACTORS 


— 


Since our last report the following ‘clubs and organizations have 


DICCONSON & COMPANY sent returns into the Provincial Office: 


Designers and Builders 
“All Types. of, Construction” 
PHONES 27855 - 34642 = | NAG BUME © POWINCIAT MONSULUCNCY «0... seeeeecseeeeeeenseseeeteeeeetes 150.00 peal, I would like to bring the|do but raise $20,000.00 to pay for | 
Epcsidd Ge Gh ee sittetetseaceees 30.00 | project to the attention of our|the building and alterations. Those 

ates ea suvesevsaeassovuceatbccussscudsestesabseene cea Gk ce 15.00 end ; F who attended the National Con- 

z a F o provide a fitting memorial] vention in Regina in August con- 

Peace River Provincial Constituency 20.0.0... cecceececcccccecccecccceececee 16.00 |to J. S. Woodsworth, the founder | tributed a very substantial amount 
Kitscoty C.C.F. Club 


DRUGGISTS 


DISPENSARIES LTD. 
601 Tegler Bldg. 


dosed pessneeesea cadet PON A dae tes ae 18.00 | of our Party, an attractive house|to start the campaign. It is our 
PRESCRIPTIONS Blueberry Mountain Club ooo... ccccccccscescscsececeseceeeeeeeeeeecceccee. 44.00 | as been purchased for national|hope that every member of the 
SS | Lethbridge Constituency, per G. Bourgett .....0.00-0----- ee. 21.00 | Headquarters, known as Woods-|C.C.F. will make some contribu- 


DANCING SCHOOL worth House. <A well equipped|tion in memory of such a great 


library ceccupies the major portion| person as J. S. Woodsworth. A 
of the, ground floor with rooms| special memorial book is being de- 
for mimeographing and shipping|signed, in which will be inscribed 
literature and another room for|the name and address of overy 
the accountant and receptionist.!contributor, without mention of 
On the second floor are offices for | amount. 

the National Secretary, Education Will you please be good enough 
Information Secretary, Research|to send your contribution NOW to 
Secretary, the Co-operative Press| Woodsworth House, 301 Metcalf 
Office, and a room for the stenog-| Street, Ottawa. 


MRS. SCOTT GIVES 1CCK NEWS 
ACCOUNT OF HER | oraGanizaTion 


TRIP TO ENGLAND| . MEETINGS 


If you can walk, we can make 
you a popular dancer in 2 DAYS. 
When you dance well, you and 
your partner both have a grand 
time. 
Adults Only — Strictly Private. 
No Spectators. 


SULLIVAN’S SCHOOL OF 
BALL ROOM DANCING 
103388 101 Street, 1% Blocks 
North of Eaton’s. EDMONTON 


aes tiveastasiipsinstinsshinsoeasesasasamnaisueseeswunmnsetensinsemeenanieeeramarent rT) 


SAW REPAIRS 


CALGARY SEES — |HAROLD BRONSON 
FILMS BANNED | ATNEWERA CLUB 
IN THE SCHOOLS! CALGARY, MAR. 29 


LIESEMER SPEAKS Calgary’s recently formed New 


, Era club for young men and wom- 

CALGARY.—"The Alberta gov- | & under thirty-three years of age 
ernment seems determined to in-|iS holding its first major event. 
stitute a political censorship of|Harold Bronson, C.C.F. ‘Prime 
motion pictures, but constant vigi- Minister” of the University of Al- 
lance on the part of democrats berta students’ parliament, will be 
will prevent it doing so,” said A. ‘the guest speaker at a banquet to 
J. E. Liesemer, M.L.A., before an be held Saturday, March 29, at 
after-church audience that filled|7 Pm. The supper will be put on 
Penley’s Academy Sunday night. at cost. The price and place will 


. 


TED MILNE - 
30 Years Shop & Mill Experience 
FAST SERVICE - GUARANTEED 


WORK be announced later. However Ed “p G inate ccunann 
In support of his charge the dhs “7 r ’ ith atterson uest at Cc Constit 
9563 102 ge ; Phone 29624 speaker pointed out that one year those wishing reservation$ should C.C.F. Meeting at Home of Mowday, March 17 bnagy ee 
monton. 


ago, the Provincial Secretary, Mr. phone Miss Penny Pinnell, W3734, 
Hooke, had given a priser to | not later than Wednesday, March 
the press in which he said that two 26. . 
additional censors were to be ap- Saag a ’ 

pointed io at Communist propa- WHIST DRIVE ssl s C.C.F. Club, held at the 
ganda from the films. A storm of| A Whist drive by Valleyview | °° of Meech Raragosky, plans 
protest arose, and next day Mr. C.C.F. Club was held at home of | were discussed for the tea and 
Hooke said that all that was meant |Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Coldwell on | bazaar which will be held in April. 
was to cut out immoral shows.|February 22. There was gratify- 
But two additional censors were Ne te Bight tables 

: ta 

ee tie “eka Renneaueed at ee a spoke of her association with the 
its intention of censoring films| About 250 members and friends C.C.F. and labor movements dur- 


such as you are seeing here to-|of Calgary C.C.F. Club No. 1]ing the past 30 years. 
night”, said Mr. Liesemer, ‘“‘but the| viewed the three films. One was Mrs. H. Scott gave a most 


, young men of the New Era Club/a plea for religious and raci«l|interesting account of her trip to 
J. ERLANGER defied the government to arrest! tolerance, another was in praise of | England last summer. Flying from 


Nirs. Raragosky School. 

Wednesday, March 19 — Dinant 
Community Hall. 

Thursday, March 20—Round Hill 
-Community Hall. 

Friday, March 21—Lake Demay 
Community Hall. : 

Saturday, March 22 — Ohaton 
Community Hall. 


MRS. N. PETERSON 
Lac Ste. Anne Constituency 
Friday, March 21—Froebel School. 
Monday, March 24 — Glenevis 
Community Hall. 


GRIFFIN, SPEAKER 
The Red Deer Provincial Con- 


ra a ES TE, 


MACHINE SHOPS 


At a meeting of the Edmonton 


DREW MACHINE SHOP 
AND FOUNDRY 
EDMONTON 
Pump Jacks, Centre Drive, Cord- 
wood Saw. Mandrels,..Stock Water 
tanks. to order. Saw, Mills—Steam 
Boilers. Industrial: Power Machin- 
ery.*Gear Cutting, Welding, 
“and General Repairs. 


._ Among those present was Miss 
Edith Patterson, Calgary, who 


O ° them ‘by showing these pictures|the democratic secret ballot, and|Montreal by way of Gander, New." Hae ge aa 
ptometr ist publicly m Eamonn hare more the third an expose of Hitler’s foupdiand, she arrived in Eng- Hotel, Red Deer, on Tuesday Mar 

. . ee . ¢ , , ’ - 
303 Tegler Building the government backe own 1n|technique in deceiving the people|land early in August, returning by 18th, commencing at 2 p.m. The 


the face of democratic public|4f Germany into supporting him.|the Iceland-Greenland route in 

Phones: Office 27463 Res. 26581 | OPinion, but these pictures are still] That these same techniques were|November. Mrs. Scott noticed 
——~-—— |banned to-the schools. Can you|pbeing used in Alberta toddy was|tremendous improvements in trans- 
Bitterness is a disease to be|{see anything about them that chil-|eoncluded by many, said Mr.| portation and rural electrification. 
cured, not a force to be used. dren should not see?” he asked.|[jesemer. The necessity for com-| Almost all parts of the country 
batting anti-semitism and for|are now served by electric power, 
combatting suppression of freedom|she said. In spite of irksome con- 
of expression in the movies, the|trols and rationing, Mrs. Scott 
radio, the press is vital and urgent,|stated that everyone w.th whom 
he said. she spoke was solidly behind the 


“Z Y) 
yy LY : : . i Lab rnment. They realize 
,,,. Wi Signatures were obtained to|¥abor government. y 
CCF \ waa . PI N the petition to the Federal House |that present mies spring from 
,U Gamay : i f %50}a lack of coal. 
Yu Ze > to grant old age pensions of ¢ 


ZF. Wy + 4 a month at 65 years of age with- Many of the old estates have 
<< out the means test. been purchased by industrial con- 

Mr. Orville J. Kirk was chair-|cerns. Workers’ houses are being 
man of the meeting. Recorded | built on them and the castles con- 


eat. se 4 7 ] € i t ffi d ter 

At last! Wecan supply you with the official C.C.F. fj |music was supplied eee ae Ee mnel Mee aes, ae a 

pin, of a type that will be worn across Canada. It is f]intermissions by Mr. Tom dake |" 0 4 geniee 
in the shape of a small maple leaf, the emblem of the /™an. The executive and others PB et ON, Oe gee 

C.C.F The face of the rable laat is of royal blue of Calgary C.C.F. Club No. 1 de-|thanks to the speaker which was 


P . P serve great credit for the work | heartily concurred in by the club Pirates rage eres 
enamel with edges picked out In gold and the letters done in making this meeting a|members. Refreshments were Girdle: An elastic supplement 


C.C.F. in gold. At present we have only the men’s type success. served and the meeting adjourned.|to a stern reality, 
of lapel pin, but we hope to-have the ladies’ style in 
stock before long. The price is 50c each. 


convention will be followed by a 
banquet in the evening at which 
Jack Griffin, provincial organizer. 
will be the speaker. An interesi- 
ing film will also be shown. 


Irvine Radio Talks 


Radio broadcasts by William 
Irvine from the Prinen George 
Station, CKPG, will be given at 
9:15 p.m. instead of 7:30 p.m., as 
previously announced. His next 
broadcast from this station is 
scheduled for Tuesday, March 28, 
at 9:15 p.m. 

He will speak from CFJC, Kam- 
loops, on Sunday, March 16, at 
5:30 p.m., and from CFGP, 
Grande Prairie, on Sunday, March 
30, at 3:30 p.m. 


C.C.F. PROVINCIAL OFFICE 
10010 102nd Street, Edmonton 


Membership Responsibility 
Means Action NOW! 


Build A C.C.F. Membership Group In Your 


See Friday’s Daily Papers 


For: Smart Fashions for Community 
immediate Wear START WITH YOUR OWN 
And the Easter Parade Enclosed So. cesses iieveniess eseeessseeesteneesese esvneanens 1947 Sustaining Membership 
Enclosed . $2...........20.ceccesesss sencececseccceneceeeneeenmenss 1947 General Membership 


vance ccecaccccnceccesucsnanccsccaecesscccenscatsesssassscsnseteecssassesssassesossseweneseness esse Stet eS 
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° 
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Bertncavicuse Walker 


Make Yours Sustaining — $10.60 or more 
(C.C.F. Provincial Office, 10010 102 Street, Edmonton) 


‘EDMONTON'S OWN. STORE 
ESTABLISHED. 1886 


pen to receive Mr. Coldwell’s ap-| Nothing now remains for us to , 
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JOE PETERSON 
President, Claresholm C.C.F.- Club and Macleod Federal 


‘Constituency Association 


LARESHOLM is another 

bright spot on the C.C.F. 

organization map with Joe 

P sterson as the chief C.C.F. 
motivating power in the constitu- 
ency. 

A former high school teacher 
and now a successful farmer, a 
man whose hobbies are fishing and 
curling, & man with both the capa- 
city and the 
means to enjoy 
life, but who 
spends his spare 
time — and _ his 
yas -—— driving 
around the 
c ountr yside, 
setting up 
C.C.F. poll or- 
ff aniza tions, 
that’s Joe Peter- 
son, — president 
of the Clares- 
holm C.C.F, Club. 

Mechanized equipment {fs used 
exclusively on the Peterson 320 
acre farm which is sown largely 
to wheat. The only. animal on the 


* place is the family pet, Sandra-Lee, 


a registered cocker spaniel, And if 
you are curious—I was—as to 
what the Petersons do for milk, 
well they buy it from a neighbor. 

Mr. Peterson is one of eight 
successful farmers in the com- 
munity who are now engaged in 
studying the principles of co-opera- 
tive farming and gathering all 
available information with a view 
to initisting a co-op farm project. 
In this connection these Clares- 
holm farmers have been corres- 
ponding with Hon. L. FF. Me- 
Intosh, Saskatchewan’s Minister 
of Agriculture and Co-operatives. 
They have already tested the co- 
operative way in several fields 
and found it good. Together they 
own co-operatively a cement 
mixer, pardon mixer, garden trac- 
tor, hammermill and community 
bull. They also ventured into the 
field of mutual hail insurance in 
1986 in a scheme whereby each 
member in case of loss was guar- 
anteed a return on the basis of 
five bushels to the acre. This pro- 
ject proved very successful up to 
the outbreak of the war for these 
farmers who couldn't afford the 
protection offered by private in- 
KHurance companies, The provin- 
cial hail insurance scheme is avail- 
able to them now of course. 


Taught High School 
Mr. Peterson came to Alberta 


‘from North Dakota in 1902, but 


he returned to the United States 
ngain to attend Washington State 
College. Following his graduation 
he taught high school for several 
years in Bellingham, Washington. 
His wife and one daughter, May, 
now teaching school at Lyalta, are 
nlso members of the C.C.F. May 
is n former president’ of the 
C.C.Y.M. in Calgary and was also 
active in this youth organization 
When she lived in Edmonton. 
Good Organizer 


In addition to the presidency of 
the Claresholm C.C.F. Clap, Mr. 


Peterson heads the Macleod feder- 


nl constituency association. He 
hopes to have the Claresholm con- 
stituency completely organized 
before spring and has already 
made excellent headway. Things 
got away to a good start in Janu- 
ary when some 50 or GO members 
attended a banquet in Claresholm 
and Inid plans for the C.C.F. or- 
ganization and People’s Weekly 
subscription drive. Following ad- 
dresses by A. J, E. Liesemer, 
M.L.A., and Otto Wobick, direc- 
tor of the Macleod federal riding, 
the P.W. press representative re- 
ported that “the members descend- 


CORONA HOTEL 


Attractive Two Blocks East 
Rates C.P.R. Depot 
{t's New — _ ft's Modern 


ed almost en masse upon the ‘sec- 
retary to renew their sustaining 
memberships for 1947 and to list 
organization 
drive.” That is the spirit that gets 
results and puts Claresholm out in 
front. In organizing the constitu- 
ency Mr. Peterson works in close 


their aid in the 


co-operation with Mr. Wobick. 
Community Work 
Mr. Peterson's C.C.F. 


member of the U.F.A. 
Wheat Pool, he is also chairman 


of the Oil Co-op Board at Clares- 
holm, he has canvassed for Co-op 
secretary of the 
Credit 


Implements, is 
Claresholm Community 
Union, active in the farm forum 
group at Starline and also takes 
full membership responsibility in 
the Claresholm Men’s Club which 
is similar to the Board of Trade. 


For relaxation he relies on fish- 
ing and curling. The rink on which 
he plays with fellows farmers, 
participates in the Foothills 
bonspiels’-and walks away with 
some of the prizes too, 

Persistent solid work is the 
secret of Joe Peterson's success 
in organizing. He doesn’t waste 
any time drawing up elaborate 
schemes on paper but goes out 
quietly and does the job that has 
to be done. Joe Peterson knows 
there is no casy road to success 
in organizing. 

I don’t suppose the C.C.F. has 
a corner on all the fine people 
in Alberta but certainly since I 
started to write these sketches I 
have gained a new appreciation of 
our good fortune in attracting to 
our ranks some of the best. Joe 
Peterson is high up on the list. I 
know P.W. readers will join with 
me in wishing him good curling, 
good fishing—and good organ- 
izing. —I. M. 


JUST A MINUTE! 


By A. J. E. Liesemer, M.L.A. 
One of the Social Credit mem- 
bers of the Students’ Parliament 
inadvertently put his finger on 
the whole fallacy of the Social 


Credit theory. In supporting 
what is now called the National 
Dividend—the old $25 a month 
of the early days—he said: “The 
National Dividend is not the 
product of Labor but is the fruit 
of the Machine WHICH IS THE 
PROPERTY OF ALL OF US,” 
(!it) 

Actually, of course, under the 
‘free enterprise’ worshipped by 
Social Credit leaders and the old 
line parties the machinery of 
production is not the property of 
all of us, but only of the few 
monopolists who exploit all of 
us. And not until the means of 
production becomes the property 
of all of us—through public and 
co-operative ownership of the 
present monopolies, together 
with the individual and/or co- 
operative ownership of the 
farms and shops owned by the 
people who actuaily operate 
them—not- until then can na- 
tional or social dividend be paid, 
whether such dividend be in the 
form of old age pensions, more 
education and health service, or 
$25 a month for everybody. But 
that of course is socialism! 

This young Social Crediter, if 
he lets the meaning of his own 
words and ideas develop, is well 
on the way to becoming C.C.F. 

It's wonderful what a little 
University education will do to 
crack-pot economic theories. It’s: 
no wonder the Minister of Edu- 
cation is frightened of too much 
education for Albertans! 

And with such Social Credit 
ideas as these going over the air E 
is it any wonder Mr. Fallow’s 
CKUA refused to'carry the sec- 
ond sitting of the Students’ Par- 
liament! 


work 
doesn’t prevent him from assum- 
ing some responsibility for other 
community and farm activities. A 
and the 


.RIVING to Antigonish, 
spruce trees along the high- 
way held soft blobs of snow, 

snow straightly fallen, piled on 
rooftops of farm _ houses and 
stables. 

The highway too, snow-covered, 
but hard glazed in above-freezing 
temperature, slippery and rutted. 

A few miles past Sydney we met 
an open cutter, yellow with black 
trim, bells ringing on a fast trot- 
ting bay horse. Like a conventional 
Christmas card though this was 
Friday afternoon, Feb. 28. 

On the open plain of the prairie 
provinces, snow comes mostly cold 
and hard, nearly always. wind 
driven, in below-freezing tempera- 
ture. It never stays on roof tops. 
And trees there are none, other 
than the hand-planted, hand-water- 
ed groves in the cities. and towns, 


ACTION CLUB HITS 
NEW VOTE PLAN 


CALGARY.—In spite of sub- 
zero weather, measles and ’flu, 63 
members aitended the regular 
monthly meeting of the Calgary 
C.C.F. Action Club in the Labor 
Temple March 5. In the absence 
through sickness of Mrs. S. L. 
Jordhoy, president, the chair was 
taken by Ald. P. N. R. Morrison, 
vice-president. Reports were given 
by the following committee chair- 
man: Mrs. W. D. Morrison, social; 
Charles Frederickson, finance; 
Jack Cooper, strategy, Ald. D. F. 
McIntosh, publicity. 

The meeting unanimously pass- 
ed a motion of Ald. McIntosh and 
Mr. Frederickson that the proposed 
registration of voters for provin- 
cial elections in the four cities of 
Alberta be protested, and that the 
Election Act be amended to pro- 
vide (1) facilities for swearing 
in voters at city polls, and (2) a 
minimum of 465 instead of 30 days 
between announcement of a pro- 
vincial election’ and the election. 
Copies of the motion were ordered 
sent to Elmer E. Roper, provincial 
leader, the agricultural committee 
of the provincial legislature, Cal- 
gary C.C.F. Club No. 1, and the 
Trades and Labor Council. 


Would Hit Workers 

Ald. Morrison said the proposed 
registration would make euch city 
voter responsible for his own 
registration before voting day, 
and the scheme would be dis- 
advantageous to those in the lower 
income and longer working hour. 
categories who have less leisure: 
time and finance to make a special’ 
point of registering. The respon-. 
sibility for enumeration should 
continue to remain with the pro- 
vincial government. : 


The right. to hold a snap elec- 
tion on 30 days’ notice gave a 
decidedly unfair advantage to the’ 
party in power, said Ald. Morrison. 
Ald. McIntosh said in previous 
provincial elections voters’ names 
had been left off the lists al- 
| though they held enumerators’ 
| slips, and because of no provision 
for swearing in, they were denied 
their franchise. 
| “News Behind the News” 
“News behind the news,” a new 
feature conducted by the educa- 
tion committee, was handled by 
; Mr. Cooper and the secretary, 
& Foord. Cost of living increases 


were discussed by Mr. Cooper, 
American military 
power by Mr. Foord. 

A banquet cloth was presented 
to the club by Mrs. Cooper .on 
behalf of Mrs. Berrington. 

S. L. Jordhoy conducted a quiz 
after the business meeting ad- 
jJourned. Ald. McIntosh took the 
men’s prize and Mrs. Norton the 
women’s, ; 

Numerous membership renew- 
als and People’s Weekly sub- 
scriptions were received. r 

A large representation of form- 
er Saskatchewan members was on 
hand, 

Meetings will be held on the 
first Wednesday of each month 
in the Labor Temple. 


‘and naval 


CCF Personalities|Miners Form Core of Union Militancy 


- By Jim Wright © - 


the poplar ~-and’ willow deep in 
wind-sheltered water-catching flat 
rimmed coulees. Many pioneer set- 
tlers came to the open plain from 
the Maritimes, central Canada and 
other treed and humid lands. With 
them they brought the open cutter 
of their old homes. The cutter of 
the Christmas card. 

People on the western plains still 
buy conventional Christmas cards 
(manufactured in Toronto and 
Montrea]) but the open cutter has 
disappeared from the open plain. 
Relentless winds, low temperatures 
and a treeless terrain conditioned 
the plainsman to develop today’s 
closed-in cutter, with homemade 
coal-burning stove, one-eyed head- 
light shining over the horses’ backs 
to the trail in the sea of snow 
ahead. 

This I thought riding in the car 
with the editor of the miners’ news- 
paper. As we drove to Antigonish 
to discuss broadcasting strike news 
with the manager of the radio sta- 
tion CJCX and Father Macdonald 
of St. Francis Xavier University 


rand to make a 15-minute recording 


of striking facts. 
* People’s Movement 


Highway conditions made the 
editor concentrate on his driving. 
Sometimes the back-end of the car 
swayed on the glazed ruts like the 
tail of a bush plane in bumpy wea- 
ther. We went up a steep, curving 
hill, saw a _spruce-rimmed lake. 
The snow, purple shaded in the 
lowering sunlight. It occurred to 
me again.that in spite of difference 
in climate and topography between 
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and the stark, horizon luring open 
plain, Cape Breton and Saskatche. 
wan are the two areas in Canada, 
perhaps in the North American 
continent, where the continuity of 
the people’s forward going move. 
ment has not been broken. ° 

Militant core of this people's 
movement in Cape Breton is the 
organized mine workers, now join- 
ed by the steel workers and other 
unions. Core of the movement in 
Saskatchewan is the organized 
prairie farmers. More than once 
the mine workers have had dissen- 
sion and division in their ranks, 
More than once they have made 
mistakes. This is also true of the 
organized Saskatchewan farmers, 
Both have had periods of calm giy- 
ing outward appearance of com- 
placency, but always this move- 
ment has gone forward. It hag 
roots and drive. 

Never before in the long history 
of struggle and development have 
the United Mineworkers of Ameri- 
ca, District 26, had the solidarity, 
organization and vision they have 
taday. Desvite calm at. the pitheads 
and in the streets of coal-country 
towns and villages, not before have 
the maritime mine workers been 
‘faced with a more difficult strug- 
gle. This presents the opportunity 
for all labor unions and all for- 
ward-going men and women across 
Canada normally and financially to 
support the mine workers in their 
strike for a living whge, victory 
over arrogant indifference of ab- 
sentee mine owners, and continued 
opportunity .to spearpoint the 
people’s movement on. our North 


the rugged beauty of Cape Breton American continent: 


5 Minutes With the CCF 


RADIO ADDRESS 


By A. J. E. Liesemer, M.L.A. 


These broadcasts have now been 
on the air for just over four 
months. During that time, as you 
will recall, Mr. Roper and I have 
been speaking of: those things that 
are near to the hearts and homes 
and pocketbooks of all of us here 
in Alberta. 


The other day we were accused 
in the Legislature by Social Credit 
speakers of stirring up dissatisfac- 
‘tion. Actually we are not stirring 
up dissatisfaction sith the Tory 
government of Alberta. We ‘are 
only expressing in the house and 
on the air-the' dissatisfaction that 
exists. We are doing faithfully, and 
I hope effectively, what it is’ the 
duty of an opposition to do—we 
are drawing to the attention of the 
government the things that the av- 
erage man and woman in Alberta 
wants, things that the government 
are not doing. In short we are say- 
ing in the Assembly what you 
would say if you were there. That 
is our duty. Let me review some of 
the things done by this Tory gov- 
ernment since Mr.  Aberhart’s 
death against which Mr. Roper and 
I have protested on your behalf. 


S. C. Free Enterprise 

Mr. Roper and I introduced in 
1945 a resolution condemning tax- 
ation of the Co-operatives, only to 
have Mr. Solon Low, who was then 
in’ the Provincial house, introduce 
an amendment asking for the very 
kind ‘of taxation thatthe co-oper- 
atives are now suffering. We asked, 
as you are asking, for . 65¢ an 
hour minimum wage with a~40- 
hour week. We asked for rural elec- 
trification under public ownership. 
This has been asked for by all 
rural organizations, but this goy- 
ernment, since Mr. Aberhart’s 
death, has promised the big shots 
whom Mr. Aberhart used to fight, 
that there will be no socialization 
of any industry under Social Credit 
and so.you are not getting electri- 
fication and will'ndt get it under 
this new Tory government ‘of Al- 
berta... ~ “oe We nS amie 

We asked for‘a provincidl .ceil- 
ing on the price of gasoline, but 
this Tory government believes in 
free enterprise and no controls, Mr. 
Roper and I_ asked for higher pay 
for teachers and‘a 50 per cent pro- 


vincial contribution to the cost of 
education. In tHe two years since 
Mr. Aberhart’s death education has 
not only dropped from a position of 
leadership but is in a state of al- 
most complete collapse. 


We have asked for a Labor De- 
partment, for reduction of the in- 
come tax, for Provincial rent con- 
trol, for weed controi, for increased 
veterinary service, for payment by 
the province of all the provincial 
share of the cost of Old Age Pen- 
sions and indigent relief, etc., .to 
relieve the municipal taxpayer. 

All these things you *would have 
asked for if you were in the legis- 
lature. And we, like you, are dis- 
satisfied that they are not being 
done. On some things our protests, 
representing the dissatisfaction of 
all of us, have had some results in 
road building, medical aid to Old 
Age: Pensioners,-removal of the So- 
cial Service Tax, holidays with pay 
and animal disease laboratory. ; 

Sell-Out. to Tories 


But the sell-out to the. Tories is 
tremendous. Mr. Roper and I asked 
for compulsory car insurance ‘at 
cost, which the Social Credit con- 
vention itself asked for. Instead, 
this government which pretends to 
hate hoth compulsion and the finan- 
ciers is forcing motorists to pay 
into these great financial capitalist 
insurance -companies,millions more 
than, would be necessary under 4 
government-owned..scheme. such as 
the people of Saskatchewan have. 

And so dissatisfaction is arising 
within ranks of*the Social Credit 
movement, Mr. Arthur Wray, So- 
cial Credit~ M.L.A. from Banff- 
Cochrane, is, I believe, a sincere 
‘Social Crediter. It appears that he 
fought for Social Credit within the 
caucus so hard that the Tory lead- 
ers finally had ‘him kicked out. But 
I know that there are other MLA’s 
who are.torn between their loyalty 
to Social ‘Credit'principles ‘on the 
One Hand and their Tory leaders, 
who still give.lip sérvice to Social 


'| Credit,” onthe’ other, When the 


next election »rolls round? Alberta 
people are going ‘to “express their 
dissatisfaction by turning. their 
backs on Toryism no matter what 
name it calls itself; and that /s 
What has tho: Cabinet’ worrled. 


ee ee Gee a Yee ee 
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ees : from 
Rhymes of a Real Cross Man 
*  Formalities are over now}. 
‘The House is now in session. 
The conflict once again is joined 
’Tween orat’ry and discretion. | 


But any group which dares complain 
Or any grievance lodges, 


PEOPLE’S WEEK 


WHINE.... 


- Women’s Way 
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will never be inconflict; 
if they are complicated you will 
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eating Ourselves 


By CLIFFORD E. LEE | 


ONSISTENCY IS said to 
be the mark of a 
sméll mind. If your 
thoughts are simple they 


Is made to know it but partakes 
In “small C.C.F. dodges.” 


not avoid contradictions. If poli- 
tical thinking can be other than 
devious it is remarkable. For con- 


* mortgage 


‘And this is strange-—for in a feud 
Of many men, or fewer, 

Dodging is for the onc pursued 
And not for the pursuer.) 


’ 
And as the speeches ramble on, 
With scorn heaped on the planners, 
I’m almost glad they make our laws 
And do not make our manners. 


4 


The Independents—worthy souls— 
(Like good old Pharaoh’s daughter) 

Rush to the river’s brim to save 
—tThe whisky from the water: 


That sole surviving Wray of light 
From Social Credit oozing, 

Is purged and made to wander forth 
From the Heaven of his choosing. 


aS % 


Rises the Chairman of the Board 
(Of reform no longer prattles) 
But like his members—strives to pour 
The Old Whine into New Battles. 


Why the Venom 


(Continued from Page 4) 

E. Liesemer, that rubbed some 
sore spots, not so gently but what 
some hurt was felt. The Minister 
had some pet names for the C.C.F. 
members of the legislature, some 
statistics of his department and 
some “‘slimy’’ characterization of 
the C.C.F., nothing new, nothing 
hopeful, no Social Credit, but the 

shape of speeches to come. 

The Same Minister 
Alberta’s propagandist Minister 
of Public Works, who for 11 years 
has been convinced that if he said 
so, it must be true, howls about 


Southern Saskatchewan roads not. 


being open where drifts are pack- 
ed by prairie winds to depths of 
18 feet. This is the same Minister, 
whose department, he said, could 
not possibly open the roads in the 
Cochrane area last year. The same 
Minister who pursued:a difference 
of opinion on this matter to the 
point where his colleague, the 
member for Banff-Cochrane, who 
was so foolish as to prove this 
Minister wrong, now sits on the 
other side of the Legislative 
Chamber. 

There has been eleven years of 
futile talk, coupled with tragic 
inefficiency and mismanagement, 
sustained only because of war- 
induced, increasing revenues, and 
characterized by physical deterior- 
ation of roads and bridges; by 
failure to provide adequate social 
services and adequate mental and 
medical hospitalization; by failure 
to meet the growing needs for 
educational facilities; by failure 
to have provided houses and as- 
sured continued production as 
basis of hope for fair treatment 
of returning service personnel; by 
failure to assure some concrete 
measure of stability for future 
price relationships; by failure to 
provide any assurance of sustained 
production’ on‘a level to satisfy 
the needs of Alberta people. 


No $25 Dividend 
* There have been eleven years of 


“no Social Credit” government, 


no dividends of $25 per month, no 
reduction of interest on, bonded 
debt, no protectiqgn for the small 
investor or farm operator, but 
rather, peace anda settlement in 
full with the Big Shot bond and 
holder; eleven years 
charactorized by a swing away 
from honest consideration of the 
problems of the people, culminat- 
ing in an unholy alliance with 
Conservatives Duplessis, Drew and 
Bracken, making inevitable the re- 
turn of Alberta people to another 
defression to bring back the 
squalor, hopelessness and economic 


MATTIE ROTENBERG 


well-known broadcaster, is the 
speaker in Women’s Way, a new 
C.B.C. talk series describing the 
part played by women in human 
progress down through history. 
The Women’s Way Program be- 
gan on Thursday, March 6, on 
western stations of the C.B.C. 
Trans-Canada network at 2:48 
> p.m. 


CHARGE CCF 100 
ACTIVE AIRING 
NEEDS OF PEOPLE 


Have “Uncanny Knack” of 
Discovering Demands and 
Bringing Them to Legisla- 

ture Says Maynard , 


% % 


degradation of the terrible years 
in which the Social Credit party 
was spawned, 


There has been gradual but per- 
sistent denial of the fundamental 
democratic right of people to hold 
differences of political opinion,} ©.C.F, members of the legis- 
finalizing in Alberta in the disap-||ature have the “uncanny knack” 
pearance of the party line-up and| of discovering the demands im- 
the establishment of an all in- portant groups in the province 
clusive one party. Gone are the|/were making on the government, 
Conservatives, the Liberals, the|and were bringing such requests 
Independents, all into one camp| before the legislature in the form 
where the interests of those who|of resolutions, charged Attorney- 
believe in the implicit right of the General Maynard in the legisla- 
strong to exploit the weak are bet-|ture on ‘Tuesday. : 
ter served, all into a camp where} Mr. Maynard’s attack followed 
the deceitful propaganda is|/q similar charge from Premier 
against the things that are braz-| Manning that “political manouver- 
enly practised; a one party system|ing’’ was the sole purpose behind 
in Alberta, and a policy of no|/the motions ‘introduced in the 
party in Ontario and Quebec—and] House by the C.C.F. members. 
no party means one party—a de-| A. J. E. Liesemer in a withering 
nial of the right of people, mi-|reply to the Premier charged that 
nority or majority, anywhere to|/the government sought to turn 
make their own policy and support | public attention from its own fail- 
it: democratically. a ae: ure to give proper consideration to 

Can’t Blame Socialists neéds of the people, by attacking 

Eleven years of hope long de<| the motives of the C.C.F. members 
ferred to make sick the hearts of |who are demanding such considera- 
Alberta people cannot be explain-|tion. It was an unworthy position 
ed away by attacks on two C.C.F. | for the Premier of a Canadian 
members of an Alberta Legisla-| Province to take, the C.C.F. mem- 
ture. This colossal mountain of| ber said. 
mismanagement cannot be blamed Answering the : Attorney-Gen- 
on Socialists—in Russia—in Great ss eS ee, 
Britain—in Australia — in New|. Jsoper Said his party 
Zealand—in Canada, or any place|#Pology for bringing the requests 
else. It is the sole responsibility |0f the people before the House. 
of the Social Credit government in|““We have heard government 
Alberta, supported always by a|members talk much about— the 
sweeping majority in the Alberta | Tesults the peopie want’,” said Mr. 
Legislature. Roper, “but they object to the 

si Sahar, ig : ra people’s requests being brought 
was thie ee ar aot cians before this assembly. It does not 
trous failure of Social Credit, in require any ‘uncanny knack’ on 
concept, an application, and fin- | our part to discover important 
ally in the consciousness of Al- requests of Alberta people and 
berta people, that draws from bring-them before this house,” he 

Ministerial benches in the Al- |i aded, “That’s what we are here 

berta Legislature and from the ~ 


for, and we don’t intend to be 
Papdits chorus of back-benchers, intimidated by a_ fifty-to-two 
this silly plea that |'Roper and 


: majority from doing what the peo- 
Liesemer and the Alberta ple who voted for us sent us here 
C.C.F. are bullying this helpless 


: ae to do,” he said. 
Social Credit majority. 


It is the sterility of planless! Reet sugar is extracted from the 
despair that points the hand-writ-| white variety of beet. 
ing on the wall. It is the call for 
compassionate aid, a panic call ; 
to the dyed-in-the-wool Conserva-| substance in the concept of Social 
tive, Liberal and Independent to] Credit as a basis for a new econ- 
form a solid phalanx -against the! omic order and, second, because of 
irresistible oncoming wave of com-}no adequate honest attempt by 
mon sense, rational application of | legislators lacking integrity of pur- 
practical.ideas to problems that of-|pose and ability to fight against 
fer no insurmountable _ obstruc- odds, ; 
tions to democraticalfy “ planned} But Roper and Liesemer have 
production of gogds and services| exryied fear into the hearts of 
where the raw materials are in} government, cabinet and back- 
abundance. bencher, else why the great plea 

Méssrs. Roper and Liesemer and] for a united front against the so- 
the C.C.F, in Alberta, have never] cialist; else why the sicam and 
impeded or obstructed the Social|the slander against decent men 
Credit government in Alberta, The} who do fight a true fight against 
failure is Social Credit failure. | overwhelming odds. When did two 
Failure, first, because of lack. of | bully fifty? : 


tradiction and inconsistency are 


‘ overcrowded mental institutions. 


the hallmarks of the 
economic system 
with which our poli- 
tical thinking deals. 
A great Canadian 
saved me a lot if 
inner turbulence at 
the outbreak of the 
war when he ad- 
: vised: “Do not try 

to think of war in logical terms. 
The whole idea of war is illogical 
to start with.’ The same allow- 
ance must be made in thinking 
of economic affairs in terms of 
capitalism. And for the same rea- 
son. Try too hard to make common 
sense jibe with the realities of 
our economic life and you are 
headed for one of our already 


We all want higher living stand- 
ards for all. We know that re- 
quires greater production. Indus- 
try will not produce without more 
profits. Higher living standards 
mean higher wage levels. That 
means. lower profits’ or higher 
prices. Higher prices cut purchas- 
ing power, lower the consumer’s 
standard of living. And we are 
all consumers. 


On Horns of Dilemma 

Other nations owe us money. 
They cannot buy more from us 
unless we lend them more. Maybe 
they cannot repay. And if they do 
pay it must be in goods. But we 
want to sell not to buy. We must 
sell: abroad for capitalist prosper- 
ity. So must. other nations. That 
means ‘competition for markets. 
But the price of international 
competition at its ultimate is death 
from atomic bombs, We are caught 
on the horns of a dilemma with 
our pants down and our necks 
stuck out. 

A profit system is a competi- 
tive system. One man’s profit 
must be at another man’s cost. 
If there are to be exploiters there 
must be exploited. In any com- 
petition there must be losers as 
well as winners. 


Charities for Losers 

We have charities for the losers. 
As we shove men down we indus- 
triously, create institutions to keep 
their, heads from going complete- 
ly under. Our churches and chari- 
ties do noble work for the most 
part on behalf of the victims, 
short of questioning 4a system 
that can do nothing but provide 
more of them. Our co-operatives 
are a means of educating some of 
our people in principles of co- 
operative rather than competitive 
living. But .too often. unimagina- 
tive leadership has accepted them 
as an end in themselves, been an 
obstacle to, rather than a promoter 
of, the political steps society must 
take to achieve the co-operative 
life they are supposed to be teach- 
ing. 

Most of our economic incon- 
sistencies are traceable to a 
social contradiction right at the 
heart of our system. The founda- 
tion is rotten, the structure is 
sure to wobble. Our main enter- 
prises, for basic reasons, do not 
exist primarily to serve people. 
They, by their nature, cannot. 
So if you accept the capitalist 
system at all you must be pre- 
pared to accept its inherent in- 
consistencies. You must accept 
that in a choice between human 
welfare and profits the profits 
come first. They have to. You 


must accept the fact that there 
are going to be victims. There 
must be losers. You must accept 
war as being not all bad. It 
saved us from a depression. You 
must fear surpluses, accept 
slowed production. It keeps the 
bottom from falling out of the 
market. You must discard either 
humanitarianism or logic. 

A competitive system iss like 


hitching pulling horses on’ every 
side of the load to be moved. The 
co-operator would hitch them dif- 
ferently, to all pull together, get 
somewhere. Under a competitive 
system the pulls must be in differ- 
ent dire€tions. because all the 
pullets’ interests are divergent. 


This analogy holds ‘in respect 
to monetary reform by itself. as 
a remedy. Social Credit would 
feed more oats to the horses. 
The fact that their credit oats 
«re make-believe and devoid of 
food value anyway is irrelevent. 
The main reason the _ horses 
could not move the load would. 
still exist, even if the oats we:e 
good. 


BRONSON OFFERS — 
RESIGNATION AT 
FINAL SESSION 


Opposition in Mock Parlia- 
ment Had 'Nothihg Con- 
structive to Offer 


ELECTION IN OCTOBER 


Ascertaining that the opposi- 
tion had nothing more construc- 
tive to offer than constant harp- 
ing on the ancient bogies of regi- 
mentation, loss of individual 
liberty, etc., and realizing that any 
legislative program of a progres- 
sive nature would be impossible 
in such circumstinces, the C.C.F. 
student government at the Uni- 
versity resigned from office at the 
final session on Friday evening. 

The C.C.F. government was re- 
turned in the student election held 
at the University at the end of 
January when it secured 18 seats, 
Social Credit 10, Liberals 9, Pro- 
gressive Conservatives 8 and Labor 
Progressives 2. Harold Bronson 
was then called upon to form the 
government. 

In advocating dissolution of the 
house, Prime Minister Harold 
Bronson ‘proposed that an appeal 
be made to the electorate’ for ap- 
proval of the policies outlined in 
the Throne Speech. The opposi- 
tion members insisted on a vote of 
non-confidence 
though the C.C.F. pointed out that 
the Speaker was out of order in 
permitting such procedure in view 
of the fact that. the government 
had already offered its resigna- 
tion.’ The C.C.F. therefore abstain- 
ed from voting on the non-confi- 
dence motion. ‘ 


Lively Session 

In contrast to the first sitting of 
the house which was held on 
February 28, members on _ both 
sides of the house vied with each 
other to catch the Speaker’s eye. 
The goverfment took full advant- 
age of the opportunity to return 
the barrage of questions which 
characterized the first session and 
gave the main opposition parties 
an extremely uncomfortable three 
hours. 

It was fully expected that as 
in the first session the proceedings 
would have been broadcast over 
CKUA. No explanation’ was of- 
fered as to why this was not done. 
Unless the parliamentary forum 
effort suffers the same fate as the 
broadcast, the next student elec- 
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tion will take place in October. 
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“(Continued from Page 1) 


They had stampeded 


plains in front of 


_—————— ———— 


PERSONAL STUFF)Farmers Have 


over the 
the blizzards 
to be stopped against the wire and 


(Continued from page 1) 


farmers, one-third of the com- 
munity, contributed to the gross 
profit above $1,095,000,000. As 


parish there of ‘hunger and cold. 


June, in Calgary. The foreman of 
the pressroom in the printing 
plant where I had started to learn 
my trade was from Toronto. He 


paid $67,500,000. Every 


for » year. He hated the West 
with a fervency that was express- 
ed through the use of a rather 
vivid vocabulary. On the morning of production. 
of the snowstorm he entertained now to be 
us with a parody of a then popular 
the Good Old Summer 


song, ‘‘In 


the good old summer time, in already collected in the 


and down the street to pass away |thut accrued to packing plants by 


the time; your hands you beat price variations. 
and you stamp your feet and ee pe eater 
that’s a vety good sign there's 78 


over a foot of snow on the In contrast with the figures 
ground—in the good old summer above for 709 Canadian corpora- 
time.” He's manager of a printing tions, here jis the statistical story 


don’t | of farm incomes: 


“-!a direct contribution to maintain 
The winter hung on, too, as this the price structure and permit 
one has, and it was a long, cold Canadian people to be “the cheap- 
spring. We had a snowstorm in] yct fed people in the world,” in 
the years 1944-45-46, the wheat 
producers of the west were not 
other 
group in Canada is able to add 
had come to Calgary on contract,/+, the price structure of their 
product, the tax that is levied. 
The farmer cannot even get assur- 
ance of a price based on the cost 
If income tax is 
levied on the farm 
income then the government of 
Canada must return to the farmer 
Time." As he wrote if, it was: “In|ine $1,162,500,000 that has been 
years 
Sunny Alberta's clime, strolling up] 1940 to 1945, plus the millions 


PEOPLE’S WEEKLY 


Arrangement was made for a set 
price to the packers but no set 
price to the producer. The reason: 
so that there would be in- the 
hands of government a price me- 
chanism to control ‘the ,amount 
of mofley going into circulation 
from day to day, to maintain price 
A similar bacon 
ment has prevailed ever since and 
at no time has there been a price 
to the producer that is as high as 
the net price remaining after the 
packer has taken out his costs, 
plus freight. 

The amount which has_ been 
held back from the farmer and 
accrued to the packer, which the 
government says has been re- 
covered from the packer through 
the mechanism of the excess pro- 
fit, corporation and income tax 
is enormous and amounts to many 
millions of dollars, 

Direct Contribution 

That money is‘a direct contri- 
bution by the farmers, and should 
and does, constitute as great a 
percentage as any other income 
taxpayer group pays. In 1944 a 
wheat agreement was made. Ca- 
nadian people were fed from bread 
made from wheat subsidized to 
the miller by a direct contribu- 
tion of the Canadian farmer of 


control. agree- 


i ro | 

Fak Paints be. here this In 1928 the average income per| 30 cents per bushel plus the farm- 
soring.: either: Canadian farm was $1,128 and the/er’s share of a subsidy to the con- 
+ 6 average cash income $900. In|sumer of 46 cents per bushel. On 
E Host Kaow whether it. wax 1932 receipts had dropped to $198] the basis of one-third of the popu- 
singe 7 saat. chance for average farm income and to/Jation that would be a 15 cent 
ae eae aM ae thee, Bey $111 average cash farm income.| subsidy. Thus the farmers made 
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Wanted" sign in a printing plant 
window. In foolish stubbornnes | 
had made up my mind not to start 
hack to school, but to get a job. 
I went out to look for one and 
saw that sign. That was how much 
“guidance” I got in my choice of 
a vocation. At that I don’t think 
my guardian angel was entirely 
asleep on the job that morning. 
I could have wandered into lots 
worse places than a printing plant. 
Four yeara later | joined the 
union of my craft. That was my 
introduction to the Labor Move- 


The average farm family is con- 
sidered to be five persons, and the 
farm output is the part-time labor 
of at least three members of the 
family. 
$791 Cash Income 

People living on farms, drawing 
their support from agriculture, 
comprise just about one-third of 
the population of Canada. Their 
share of the national income of 
Canada for the years 1926 to 
1929, averaged just one-sixth of 
the total, and the average total 
income for the farm for that 


a direct contribution in the last 
three years on 50,000,000 bushels 
of wheat per year of 30 cents plus 
15 cents or 45 cents per bushel— 
a direct contribution per year on 
wheat alone, of $22,500,000 a 
three year total of $67,500,000 
to perinit Canadian people io be, 
as Hon. J. G. Gardiner boasted at 
Calgary when addressing the 
U.F.A. convention, “the cheapest 
fed people in the world.” 

Income tax regulations now 
provide that starting from a net 
worth in 194Q, the difference be- 


period was $1,007 per year. The|tween that figure and the net 
: ife. } average Cash income for the same|worth of the farm holding for 
ed ee ee period was $791 per year, the|1945 shall be considered as in- 
come active? first in the local| “difference being the value of|come and the farm taxed on that 
' farm products consumed on the|basis. The increase in net worth 


ment. It opened up a new door 


union, then aa a dolegate to the 
Trades and Labor Council. It ap- 
pealed to me, partly no doubt as 
a means of self-expression, but 
chiefly I am sure as an opportun- 
ity to work with and for others. 
And onco my fect were on the 
road there seemed always tu be 
some new goal around the turn 
or over the hill. One night when 
T wan aetill protty much of a 
youngster they made me Presi- 
dent of the Trados Council and 
that winter | spoke to evory trade 
union in Calgary in the campaign 
to organize the Labor Party. And 
out of the Labor Party and other 
progressive groups came the C.C:F. 
It haa been good to be in on the 


beginnings of a great cruande. 
I'm not sorry I saw that “Boy 
Wanted” sign. 


a a | 


But I didn't start this to talk 
about auch things. I really started 
out to tell you that if you've been 
crumbling about the weather, 
you'll probably have more of it 
to grumble about. It's acting very 
much like that March of forty 
years ago. 


A customer waiting for a small 
job to be done on his car watched 
a mechanic change the oil in an- 
other car without spilling a drop, 
check the radiator, clean the 
windshield, wipe away all the 
greasy finger marks, place a clean 
cloth over the upholstery, wash 
his hands thoroughly and drive the 
car slowly out to the street curb. 

“Now, there’s a real mechanic,” 
the customer observed to the fore- 
man. 

“Oh,” 


explained the foreman, 


“that's his own cur.” 


Grioic4 


‘Smart Wear for Smart Men” 
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farm, allowance for house rent, 
ete. 

In the eleven years, 1930 to 
1940, the average income per 
farm family dropped to $468 
Per year and the average share 
of the national income dropped 
to 9.8%. In the same period the 
‘average cash income per farm 
family dropped to $329 per 
year. In other words, the total 
farm family income dropped by 
53 per cent and the average 
cash income by 58 per cent. 
According to the figures of the 
1931 census the average invest- 

ment in a Canadian farm was 
$7,000 in round figures. In the 
good years 1926-1929 the income 
of the farm family was slightly 
less than the average wages of 
workers in industry with no per- 


sonal investment whatever. Dur-| war. 


ing the years 1930 to 1940 the 
drop in‘the income of the farmer 
was four or five times the drop 
in the income of the worker in 
industry. 


$25 Annual Income 

In the years 1929 to 1932" the 
income of the farms dropped $325 
million per year and in 1932 were 
just about $25 per individual per 
year. Due to the fact that his in- 
come had been go low, by 1940 
the farmer found himself with a 
bare family wardrobe, buildings 
| badly in need of repair and equip- 
ment that should have been junk- 
ed years before. His debt had 
increased in order to keep going 
though his output jin terms of 
bulk had been increased many- 

fold. 

Another Example 

In 1940 a bacon agreement with 
‘the United Kingdom was in force. 
aE ADA igs OA 
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on the basis of the story given 
factually lere would not, in most 
cases, constitute an adequate re- 
turn of capital position, lost in 
the depression years when the 
farm population fed the Canadian 
people from their production at 
less than cost, thereby constituting 
a direct drain on the farm capital 
resources. ” 
Calls for Immediate Action 
Immediate and direct action to 
reverse the present farm taxation 
procedure, is a necessity, (1) be- 
cause farmers have paid their in- 
cone tax at the source in a propor- 
tion out of all semblance of 
equality, and (2) because of the 
fact that such surplus income as 
has accrued has been merely an 
inadequate recovery of capital 
lost in the years of depressisi: and 


In the face of low price condi- 
tions foretold in the wheat agree- 
ment, taxation of surplus funds, 
arbitrarily designated as surplus 
income, amounts to confiscation, 
and threatens dangerously the 


future capital structure of Can-] 


ada’s basic industry. 


Would Cost $4 


(Continued from page 1) 


ing,” Hazen Argue (C.C.F., Waod 
Mountain) contended, as_ the 
Throne Speech debate continued 
on Parliament Hill last week. 


The fact that, in a 10-year 
period, the C.P.R. made profits 
of $248,150,000 on its Western 
lines, and $126,700,000 on its. 
Eastern lines, illustrates the in- 
equality of present freight 
rates, Mr. Argue said. An over- 
all 30 per cent increase would 
add to this inequality. 

“The cost of transporting a 
Dodge deluxe special four-door 
sedan from Windsor to Moose Jaw 
is $117.23. Thirty per cent of 
that figure amounts to $36.17... 
Then there is the mark-up put on 
the freight charges by the whole- 
saler and the retailer. Taking $36 
as thirty per cent of the cost of 
transporting a car from Windsor, 


the mark-up would probably raise 
that amount to well over $50.” 

Would Hit Farmer Hard 
Not only would everything the 

farmer needs for farm operations, 
home ‘building, and general con- 
sumption be increased in cost on 
the prairies (it would mean that 
the price of canned goods would 
be increased by one cent a can, 
Mr. Argue said) but he would also 
have to pay a larger bill on the 
shipment of his products. 

“The cost of sending a 1,- 
200-lb. steer to Toronto would 
be increased by $4, and ship- 
ping a pound of butter would 
cost 14c more. The farmer would 
lose 34c a pound on poultry and 
14c¢ a dozen on eggs. 

“The people of Western Canada 
will until 1950 receive a price for 
wheat of $1.35, which is a frozen 
price,’ Mr. Argue reminded the 
government. ‘I would say that 
it now rests on this government to 
see that the farmer is not faced 
with increased costs which would 
reduce his income and his stan- 
dard of living.” 


Calgary Bid For 


(Continued from page 1) 


eral Maynard opposed the pro- 
posal, 

Speaking in support of his 
motion Mr. Liesemer said the most 
immediately needed part of the 
request contained in the motion 
was the extension of teecher train- 
ing in Calgary to help overcome 
the appalling shortage of teachers 
in the province. 

‘When the population -of the 
province was smaller,” said %t.¢ 
Calgary member, “when there 
was not the present shcrtage of 
teachers, there were three normal 
schools where teachers could get 
full certification as then required; 
now there is only one spot—Ed- 
monton.” 

Pointing out that only 40% of 
the space in the Institute of Tech- 
nology and Art at Calgary is being 
used, Mr. Liesemer said it was 
nothing short of hypocrisy to be- 
wail the shortage of teachers while 
reducing the facilities for train- 
ing teachers. 

On a recorded vote the amended 
motion was defeated with four 
government members supporting 
the resolution. The vote. was 12 
for the motion, 42 against. 


Municipalities Are 


(Continued on page 8) 


Municipal relations as the prov- 
inces had to take part in Dominion- 
Provincial discussions. He called 
attention to the fact that the Do- 
minion government did’ not make 
arbitrary decisions with respect to 
the provinces, and he asked that 
arbitrary decisions with respect to 
the municipalities should not be 
made by the Department of Muni- 
cipal Affairs with respect. to the 
affairs of the municipalities. 

The suggestion that there 
should be representation from the 
municipalities on any body which 
would make a survey of Provin- 
cial-Municipal relations was 
reasonable, Mr. Roper said, and 
he hoped it would receive support 
from the government even though 
it did come from the C.C.F. group. 

Speaking for the government, 
the Premier took the position that 
the government did not wish, to 
have its hands tied by-a resolution 
of the legislature. He said such 
groups as merchants, labor and 
others had as much. interest in 
Provincial-Municipal relations as 
the bodies named in the‘resolution. 

In-reply the C.C.F. Leader said 
the two organizations mentioned in 
the motion represented all the 
municipalities in the province. In 
that respect they occupied a posi- 
tion in respect to the municipali- 
ties very similar to that of pro- 
vincial governments in respect to 
Dominion-Provincial relation. He 
refuted the suggestion that Labor 
or other groups occupiedea similar 
position in such a matter. 
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A man is judged by the company 
he keeps, but a woman is judged 
by. the company she’s just left. | 
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A.L.C.- REPLIES 
TO CRITICISM ON 
ROSS BROADCAST 


Last week the People’s Weekly 


carried a story headed “A.LC ° . 


Commentator Takes Opposite 
View to Sponsor on Rural Electyj. 
fication.” To make the position of 
the sponsor clear, the following 
statement, which was received tog 
late for publication last week, js 
reproduced below: 
A.L.C. Statement 

“The presentation of your argu. 
ment “and criticism is based, | 
suggest, on the principle that Stan 
Ross was engaged by the A.L.C, 
(Alberta Livestock Co-operative, 
Ltd.) to theorize and expound co. 
operative principles and practices, 
This is not the case. It has beer, 
stated many times on the A.L.C, 
program that in presenting the 
feature ‘One Man’s Viewpoint’ 
that the opinions expressed may 
not coincide with the listeners, 
thinking, and may not necessarily 
be those of the A.L.C. In effect, 
the opinions expressed are exactly 
what the feature indicates, i.e, 
‘One Man’s Viewpoint.’ 

“In taking exception to any 
opinion or statement that. may be 
given, and yet sponsored by the 
A.L.C. Mr. Ross is doing exactly 
what he was engaged to do, and 
that is, to arouse sufficient public 
interest to either agree with or 
oppose these opinions. 

“The Co-operative Movement is 
surely not so biased, prejudiced, 
and intolerant that both:sides of 
an argument cannot be presented. 
Quite true, we have at all times 
| remained non-political, and will 
continue to remain so, but that in 
itself is another issue. 

“The A.L.C. in sponsoring Stan 
Ross of Edmonton, fully recognize 
the work and effort required to 
write five scripts a week, present 
them, keeping continuity to live 
issues of the day, and still expect- 
ing that in the large listening 
audience of the program that 
someone will not agree with ex- 
pressed viewpoints such as in your 
case. The fact that‘you are in 
total disagreement. with the sub- 
ject discussed in one specific com- 
mentary, then might I suggest that 
Stan Ross is doing. what he was 
intended to do, arouse public 
interest. ; 

*“Your observations and com-. 
ment relative to the Monday pro- 
gram, February 24th, are fully ap- 
preciated, inasmuch as your paper 
has. considered giving it publicity.” 


BOOST 
By J. MAHLIN 


Boost your city, 
Boost your friends, 
Boost the church that you attend. 
Boost the street where you are 
dwelling, 
Boost the goods that you are 
selling. 
Boost the people round about you; 
But success will quicker find them, 
If they know you are behind them. 
Boost for every forward move- 
ment, 
-Boost for every new improvement, 
Boost the man for whom you 
labor, . 
Boost the stranger and the 
neighbor. ‘ 
Cease to be a chronic knocker, 
Cease to be a progress blocker. 
If you can make your city better, 
Boost it to the final letter. 
—J. Mahlin. 


CORRECTION 


In a dispatch from Ottawa in 
the February 8th edition of the 
People’s Weekly it was intimated 
that the Alberta Nitrogen Pro- 
ducts plant at Calgary had been 
closed down. The source of in- 
formation was an-item in the Van- 
couver Province in which Hon. ‘J. 
G. Gardiner was quoted as stating 
that Consolidated Smelters had 
taken this plant over and closed it 
ups Mr. Gardiner has since de- 
nied making any such statement. 
On checking further, the People's 
Weekly, finds that the Calgary 
plant has not been closed down. 
The People’s Weekly regrets the 
error in the. dispatch which was 
based on the item in the Vancou- 
ver paper. 
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